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P R E F A C E . 
Q U E E N S L A N D was the last of the Australian colonies 
to be afflicted by the rabbit, or rather to be in danger 
of being so afflicted ; therefore she had the awful experi-
ences of South Australia, Victoria, and New South 
Wales to guide her, and to teach her what methods 
of coping with the pest to avoid. 
In the following treatise I have endeavoured to shew 
how the colony learned wisdom of her neighbours, and 
how she acted when brought face to face with this most 
terrible menace to her prosperity. I have also endea-
voured to shew how she is situated at the present time, 
and the measures which experience teaches us it will be 
necessary to adopt for some time to come if the good 
work which has been done is not to be nullified. 
Plans and specifications of netting fencing in use 
by the Rabbit Boards and others, and approved by the 
Government Inspectors, with methods of destruction 
used for many years in this and other colonies, and 
which have been proved efficacious, are added for the 
benefit of those who are now or may become afflicted, 
or who are taking advantage of the provisions of the 
Rabbit Boards or Pastoral Leases Extension Acts. 
For general information I must acknowledge my 
indebtedness to the Clerks of the various Boards, to the 
proprietors of the St. George Standard and the Austra-
lasian Pastoralists' Review, and to Messrs. S. J. Fletcher 
and E. O'Connell, Inspectors to the Maranoa Rabbit 
Board ; for plans, to Messrs. J . T. French, C.E. , and to 
the late Frank Taylor, C.E. 
I have been induced to publish this pamphlet— 
( 1 ) In the hope that it may contribute, in some 
degree, towards making the question of 
rabbit prevention and destruction national 
instead of local ; so that timely assistance 
rendered now to the Rabbit Boards, and to 
those who have borne the burden and the 
heat of the day, may enable the work which 
has been so well begun to be carried to a 
successful issue. 
(2) In the hope that it may be useful to those 
run holders in Queensland who have netted 
in, or who are netting in, their runs, and who 
are trying to safe-guard themselves from a 
very palpable danger. 
When I consider the magnitude of the question, 
and its vital interest as regards Queensland's chief 
industry, I cannot help regretting that some more able 
and experienced pen than mine has not taken the matter 
up. 
I trust that faults will be condoned—the amount of 
research and reference entailed by the nature of the 
work, and the fact that my office duties keep me very 
fully occupied, being taken into consideration. 
S T . G E O R G E , 
August 1898. 
C H A P T E R I. 
S H E W I N G HOW V I C T O R I A , S O U T H A U S T R A L I A , AND N E W 
S O U T H W A L E S W E R E A F F E C T E D — T H E ENORMOUS 
SUMS SPENT F R U I T L E S S L Y , AND T H E METHODS WHICH 
HAD TO B E AVOIDED B Y Q U E E N S L A N D . 
In 1886 the rabbit first forced himself Queensland, 1886. 
prominently on the notice of Queenslanders 
as a possible danger to the colony. Though 
South Australia, Victoria, and New South 
Wales were very good object lessons as to 
the result of carelessness and wrong methods 
of dealing with the pest, the danger, until then, 
seemed remote from Queensland. T h e plan 
which had principally been adopted in the 
southern colonies was compulsory trapping, 
subsidised and supervised by the Government, 
which eventually proved to mean the increase 
of the rabbit, rich trappers, and ruined 
squatters, as will be seen. 
I N V I C T O R I A . 
The First Rabbit Act came into force in victoria, 
1880. 
1880, but it was not until 1 8 8 4 - 5 that much 1884-5. 
was done; then rabbits had increased to such 
an alarming extent that active measures be-
came imperative. 
In 1889 rabbits were worse than they 1889. 
had been ten years before. The Government 
1893-4-
had not only failed to reduce the pest ; but the 
cost of coping with it had grown from 1 ,284 
to ;^20,000 per annum. 
The public money spent was as fo l lows :— 
1879-80 1,280 
1880-I ... ... 2,600 
1881-2 12,890 
1882-3 9,883 
1883-4 10,063 
1884-5 22,177 
1885-6 24,833 
1886-7 21,065 
1887-8 20,551 
1888-9 18,000 
a total of 143 ,342 , exclusive of for a 
fence through the mallee country, and along 
the South Australian border. Result , increase 
of the plague, conclusively proved by the fact 
that in 1 8 9 3 - 4 the Government paid ^^20,687 
for the destruction of rabbits on Crown lands, 
and it was estimated that 3 7 ! million acres 
were infested. 10,000,000 rabbit skins were 
exported in 1893, and in 1894 59,000 couples 
of rabbits were sold in Melbourne. 
South 
Australia, 
1884-8. 
New South 
Wales, 1883. 
IN S O U T H A U S T R A L I A . 
From January 1884 to December 1888, 
;^502 , i74 of public money was spent, when the 
Government was compelled to abandon its 
efforts. 
IN N E W S O U T H W A L E S . 
The first Rabbit Bill was introduced by 
Sir J . Abbott, in 1883. Foi" seven years and a 
half the following amounts were paid through 
the department: — 
S . d . 
489 18 9 
884 
885 
886 
887 
84,829 15 II 
159,554 I 9 
115,711 4 9 
2 1 0 , 5 9 3 18 6 
157,252 3 4 
98,311 16 
4,714 4 1890 (to 30th June) 
a total of : ^ 8 3 i , 4 5 7 4s. id., of which 
was paid out of the consolidated revenue. In 
addition lessees had to bear at least 25 per cent, 
of the cost, so that the known expenditure was 
considerably over 1,000,000. 
One million thrown away in seven years and 
a half in scalp money, and fruitless endeavours 
to cope with the pest. 
For the purpose of this treatise, it will be 
sufficient to take New South Wales as an 
example of the results of the employment of 
wrong methods. In that colony the system of 
state subsidised trapping seems to have 
flourished, bonuses being paid for scalps ; and 
it was not until intercolonial conferences sat in 
1885 and 1886 that the fencing of the western New South 
, . . , P Wales fencing 
boundary was put in progress, and payment 01 western 
Government subsidies ceased ( 3 1 s t Ju ly , 1888) . 
In one year (1887) New South Wales paid 
capitation fees on 27,000,000 scalps. 
The system was universally condemned, and 
yet was continued for many years. In May , 
1887, the report of the Se lect Committee of the 
lO 
Report of 
Select 
Committee to ^he working 
enquire into ® 
Legis lat ive Council , appointed to enquire into 
of the Rabbit Nuisance Act, 
of s t a t e d — " T h e persons employed in the super-
Nuisance Act ' ' y i s ion and destruction of rabbits are more or 0/1887. . . . 
" less interested in the perpetuation of the pest^ 
" which is spreading further and further." 
In June of the same year 850,000 skins were 
destroyed, and it was estimated that over 3,000 
men were employed trapping. 
In N o v e m b e r of the same year the R a b b i t 
Inspectors reported the pest increasing on 600 
out of 947 blocks examined. Over 2,600,000 
scalps had been destroyed. 
T h e same month a series of articles on the 
"Problem in " Problem in the Far W e s t " appeared in the the far West," . , ^ ^ 
Sydney Daily Sydney Daily Telegj'aph, and one of them, 
Teke^raih. i , , -i-j 
headed " R i c h Rabbiters and Ruined S q u a t t e r s , " 
stated that over 2,000 men were employed 
trapping at from threepence to one shilling 
per scalp, earning from Vo £ \ o per week. 
T h e s e men af fected great style. If a specially 
well appointed turn-out was seen the owner w a s 
at once put down as a rabbiter. A t Wilcannia , 
the most g o r g e o u s c h a m p a g n e supper was 
given by a rabbiter who put down a cheque for 
; ^ i , o 7 o odd to pay for a sixpenny drink. 
E a c h rabbit killed was estimated to cost one 
shilling and threepence. 
Matters were in such a state that the 
Government of New South W a l e s offered a 
bonus of £2^,000 for an effective invention for 
the extermination of rabbits, and Mr. A b i g a i l , 
New South 
V^ales 
Government 
offer a bonus 
o f ;^25,ooo. 
11 
the Minister for Mines, received over 2,000 
inventions from claimants of the bonus. 
The prize has not yet been won. 
In December a deputation waited on Mr. Deputation to the Minister 
Abipfail, asking; that infected rabbits from South Mines, ' O _ _ New South 
AustraHa, where experiments in rabbit d e - W a l e s , 1887. 
struction and diseases were being carried on, 
might be introduced into New South Wales, 
also praying that assistance in destruction 
might not be withdrawn, and recommending 
that lessees be encouraged to use wholesale 
methods, pointing out that some runs were 
spending £^0,000 per annum; that scalpers 
were making such money that station managers 
and others were throwing up their billets to go 
scalping; that labor was becoming demoralized, 
and that the Act was entirely to blame. Mr. 
Abigail, in reply, said that the bonus system 
must be stopped ; that men worth from 25/- to 
30/- per week were making up to 12, and that 
the burden on the tax payer was enormous. 
This was in 1887, yet in December, 1889, the 
system had apparently not been altered, as we 
find Mr. W. Allison writing to the Sydney 
Daily Telegraph, recommending the establish-
ment of local Boards and condemning the 
Government administration in the strongest 
terms. He stated that the Government's one 
remedy for the evil was trapping, which he 
characterised as an utter mistake, doing more 
harm than good. He pointed out that over 
£ t Q o p o o of public, and ;^'200,000 of private 
I 2 
money had been spent fruitlessly, and that the 
Government Inspectors (who had the power to 
compel trapping) were everywhere regarded 
as enemies. 
About the same time it was discovered that 
rabbits were very thick about Hillston, Bourke, 
and Moama, and that the Government fence 
from Barringun to Bourke, and from Bourke to 
Narromine had been erected too late. 
mTes^ Tspo, Wales completed the 
boiS^ry fencing of her western boundary, and poisoning 
finished. at the Government tanks was initiated. At Poisoning 
commenced. Youhl Plains 5,ooo rabbits were killed in a 
week-—2^909 in one night. 
New South In December the Rabbit Act of I 8 Q O came 
Wales Rabbit . . . 
Act of 1890. into force to repeal the Rabbit Nuisance Act of 
1883 : to extend the jurisdiction of the Land 
Court and local Land Boards : to amend The 
Crown Lands Acts of 1884 and 1889 in certain 
respects : to provide for the protection of lands 
devoted to public use and vacant Crown lands : 
to facilitate and encourage the erection of 
rabbit-proof fencing : to impose certain liabil-
ities on the owners of land in connection with 
rabbit-proof fencing, already erected, or here-
after to be erected : to make further provision 
for the destruction of rabbits : to impose cer-
tain penalties, and to amend the law in other 
respects. But this was too late, the mischief 
was already done. 
13 
This Rabbit Act empowered the Governor-in-r Wales, 1891 , 
Council to proclaim a day on and from which proposed 
^ ^ compulsory 
compulsory destruction was to be carried out destruction. 
on all public and private lands; and in 1891 New South 
. , , . Wales, 1891 , 
the country was in such a state that it was state of the 
proposed to issue a proclamation to this effect. 
The following^ extracts from the report of a New South 
, , , 1 • Wales, 1892, 
special correspondent, sent through the in- state of the 
fested districts by the Brisbane Courier in B risbane 
1892, will show what this state really was :—• 
Speaking of the road from Broken Hill to 
Wilcannia, the commencement of the Great 
Western Plain, he says Emptiness, lone-
" liness, and desolation characterise this plain 
" country. It is a manless land, and the tread 
"of the rabbit has beaten the life out of it— 
" the bleached bones of sheep are strewn along 
' 'the road, marking the track of gaunt famine, 
"and at everyfew yards there are deserted rabbit 
" warrens. Bunny has eaten himself out of this 
" land, but his tracks are painfully clear. Of 
"herbage there is none; the salt bush has been 
" eaten bare of leaves, and the sharp sunlight 
" makes the clumps of dry sticks look quite 
" grisly. The trees have been stripped of their 
bark, and they have withered and gradually 
" died like one possessed of leprosy. About 
" twelve months ago this plain was abundantly 
" covered with grass and foliage. Then came 
"grasshoppers and rabbits. It was a fight 
" for food, and there were three claimants—the 
" sheep, the grasshoppers, and the rabbits. 
H 
Dainty little bunny ate out the grasshoppers 
and the sheep, cleared out all the grass, the 
trees, and the edible bushes, and marched on. 
' Y e a r s ago, ' said a resident, ' this was as good 
'pasture land as could be found in Australia. 
' The salt bush kept the sheep in excellent con-
'dition, and the clip was extraordinary. There 
' is no grass now; but I have seen these plains 
'green from horizon to horizon. The drought 
'has had little to do with the destruction; it 
' h a s been caused by the rabbit and nothing 
' e l s e / " 
On the Darling, in Wilcannia, rabbits had 
over-run the town, and burrowed under wooden 
buildings, and eaten every scrap of garden pro-
duce. The Mayor had to employ men with 
carts to remove the dead and burn them. Mr, 
Woods, of Wilcannia, stated that he had driven 
over hundreds, and had seen 3,500 killed in 
one day on the Momba Pastoral Company's 
property. 
Tarella Station, 700,000 acres, which carries 
a sheep to seven acres in an average season, 
shore 80,000 sheep in 1892—or 30,000 less 
than the expected number. In June, 1887, one 
man was employed trapping, and killed 7 
rabbits, the succeeding month 697, and alto-
gether, in 1887 , 7 1 ,026 were killed at a cost of 
On Momba and Murchison, in 1887, 787 ,5 10 
scalps were paid for. Cost 10,789. 
15 
On Conoble (210,000 acres) , the vermin hrst 
appeared in 1882. From 1883 to 1890, 332,545 
scalps were paid for at a cost of ;^7,5oo. T h e 
sheep carrying capaci ty of the run was reduced 
from 108,000 to 45,000 in 1889. In 1891-2, 
the station was fenced with rabbit-proof net-
ting. S ince then the numbers have gradually 
gone up again to 62,000 sheep shorn in 1892, 
T h e manager estimated that the rabbit has 
cost the station 40,000 sheep, and has reduced 
the carrying capac i ty one-third. 
A t Mossg ie l (145,000 acres) , 30,000 sheep 
short of the original carrying capaci ty were 
being shorn. 
A t Boondara, a similar experience. A t 
Willandra, 526,265 scalps were paid for in 
1890, 591,000 in 1891. 
On the Lachlan, only the mallee, pine, gum, and 
box trees were left, all indigenous shrubs and 
edible bushes had disappeared, and the s tock 
carrying capacity of the country had been 
reduced 40 per cent. 
A t Gilgunnia, the rodents had burrowed 
under the public house, lock-up, and stores. 
T h e y had reduced the carrying capac i ty of 
three of the runs in the neighbourhood from 
45,000 to 15,000 sheep, from 60,000 to 40,000 
sheep, from 15,000 to 1,500 sheep. 
T h e carrying capacity of Wir long was 
reduced one half. 
i6 
New South 
Wales 
testimony 
against 
trapping and 
paying scalp 
money. 
Necessity for 
netting fencing 
before 
attempting to 
destroy. 
In the Cobar district, the evidences of the 
fearful ravages caused by the pest were still 
more plain. 3,000,000 acres of country had 
been abandoned, and many of the squatters 
were hopelessly ruined. 
Right through the Western districts the 
testimony against trapping and paying scalp 
money was overwhelming. " The Rabbit 
" Nuisance Act was a scandal. The system of 
" subsidising led to rabbits being scattered far 
" and wide over the country, and the thousands 
" of pounds spent by the Government, and by 
" lessees, led to no practical results as far as 
" the extermination of the rabbit was concerned. 
" The trapping system must be fought against. 
" It is pernicious in the extreme. TRAPPLNG 
" L E A D S TO I N C R E A S E . " 
Again, " the rabbiters exerted a direct in-
" fluence in preserving rabbits. All sorts of 
" villainy was practised. The men would allow 
" does in young to escape, and would ride long 
"distances and put down does in young to 
" infest clean country." 
It was universally agreed that it was useless 
• to attempt to destroy until the rabbits were 
first enclosed with netting. The same con-
clusions with regard to the necessity for netting, 
and the pernicious effects of State subsidising 
for destruction, were also arrived at by the 
Royal Commission appointed in July, 1888, to 
consider the schemes for extermination from 
claimants of the bonus offered by the 
I? 
Government for an effectual method. Their 
report says—" No finahty in rabbit destruction 
'' will be obtained without making the erection 
" of rabbit-proof fencing compulsory." " The 
'' system of compulsory destruction with pro-
" fessional trappers and state bonuses is 
radically bad." 
To shew the extent to which the national New South 
Wales, 
estate has depreciated in New South Wales depredation 
. . r o of the national 
through the rabbit—In the beginning or 1895, estate, 
the Government had 7,000,000 acres on its 
hands, in the western and central divisions, 
abandoned, as the Minister for Lands stated, 
" owing to the expense of working the country, 
consequent upon the prevalence of the rabbit 
pest." 
In April, another Intercolonial Con-, . conference m 
ference sat in Sydney, to consider the best Sydney, 
means whereby the State, in co-operation with 
those in occupation of the land, could deal with 
the pest, and the following resolutions were New South 
Wales, 
adopted :—The repeal of the Act of 1890 : resolutions of 
• • • corifGrcii-CG 
That the matter of dealing with the rabbits be Sydney, 1895. 
placed in the hands of the local Stock and 
Pasture Boards, pro. tern., which should be 
empowered to make special levies for the 
destruction of rabbits, and the erection and 
maintenance of rabbit-proof fences • That local 
authorities should have power to enforce com-
pulsory destruction: That the Crown should be 
called upon to take steps to ensure the re-
occupation of abandoned areas on any terms, 
provided there is a clause in the lease strictly 
enforcing the destruction of rabbits : The 
free carriage of rabbits in any form on the 
railways : The duty on netting to be abolished : 
Netting to be carried free by rail when 
cattle or sheep trucks, which would other-
wise run empty, can be used : That the 
State supply netting to landholders, charging 
four per cent, interest per annum That 
the compulsory fencing clauses of the 
Rabbit Act be maintained, an amendment to 
prevent hardship to individual owners being 
introduced : That rabbit barrier fences, con-
stituted under the Stock and Pasture Boards, 
shall remain the property of those Boards, and 
provision be made to ensure their safety: That 
the controlling district authority shall have 
power to proclaim adjoining holdings a group, 
to secure the fencing of such group, to enforce 
simultaneous and continuous destruction of the 
pest within the group, and to apportion the cost 
of fencing and killing between owners affected : 
That the Government should contribute towards 
providing funds for dealing with the pest in any 
district m proportion to the unoccupied Crown 
lands in such district : That without material 
assistance in the shape of subsidy, or reduction 
in rent, the greater portion of the pastoral 
lands in the western division are unequal to 
bearing the weight of expenditure necessary 
for coping with the rabbit pest: That a provision 
be inserted in the Rabbit Act allowing holders 
'9 
of infested country to have a re-classification 
and le-appraisment of their lands: That all 
districts Avhere rabbits are known to exist, or 
are in dangerof becoming infested,beproclaimed 
infested areas : That the Government be recom-
mended to put the rabbit-proof fence from 
Albury to Bourke in thorough repair, and to 
take steps to ensure its effective maintenance, 
and afterwards hand it over to the Stock 
Boards: That rabbit skins be carried free on 
State railways: That the Government be urged 
to join in netting the boundaries of abandoned 
and unoccupied lands, reserves, and commons, 
and to allow to any holders who may erect a 
nettingfence adjoiningthese lands an abatement 
of rent, which will, during the term of the lease, 
cover interest and capital on the Crown's 
proportion of the cost of erection : That for 
destruction, the use, primarily, of netting, 
poisoned water, trapping at tanks, phosphorised 
pollard, poisoned twigs, and pit tilt-traps along 
the lines of netting be recommended : That the 
maximum size of netting, mesh, width, and 
guage be 1 4 2 , 17 : That any levies made by 
the Stock and Pasture Boards be pro rata on 
acreage in proportion to its natural carrying 
capacity, and not on stock basis : That where 
any boundary fence, which has been or may 
hereafter be fenced with rabbit-proof fencing, 
whether in a proclaimed rabbit infested district 
or not, is used by an adjoining landholder to 
make his holding rabbit-proof, such holder shall 
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be liable (after enquiry by the local Board) to 
a contribution of one-half the cost of making 
and maintaining such boundary fence rabbit-
proof. 
B y these suggestions it will be seen that 
public opinion in New South Wales was 
beginning to favor the system which had been 
adopted by Queensland in 1 8 9 1 . 
Rabbits killed on a few stations in the west 
of New South Wales during the summer of 
1 8 9 2 : — 
Billilla 150,000 
Moorara 300,000 
Cuthero 150,000 
Netley 300,000 
Outer Netallie 80,000 
Momba 1,000,000 
Kilfera 1,250,000 
Marfield 147,000 
Mount Merara 150,000 
Baden Park 30,000 
Fulham 70,000 
Kew 62,000 
Tilcha 250,000 
48 mile tank, Booligal 
Road 17,000 
35 mile tank 40,000 
26 mile tank 73,000 
These numbers are independent of the rabbits 
killed by drought, which, it was estimated, con-
siderably exceeded the number poisoned. 
C H A P T E R II. 
T H E G R O W I N G I M P O R T A N C E OF T H E QUESTION IN 
Q U E E N S L A N D — T H E E R E C T I O N OF T H E B O R D E R 
F E N C E — P A S S I N G OF T H E " R A B B I T B O A R D S A C T 
OF 1 8 9 1 . " AND T H E T H E N S T A T E OF T H E C O U N T R Y . 
Though it was not until 1886 that Queens-
landers became fully alive to the danger 
threatening them, they were not so foolishly 
blind as in New South Wales ; for the first 
Rabbit Act in Queensland was passed in 1880, 
whereas it is on record in New South Wales 
that when Mr. Quinn, in moving the address in 
reply to the Governor's speech in 1 8 8 1 , regret-
ted that the Ministerial programme did not 
include a Bill to deal with the rabbit pest, he 
was generally ridiculed, and a suggestion was 
made that Mr. Quinn would do better to bring 
in a Bill to exterminate fleas ! 
In 188s the Act of 1880 was repealed, and Queensland, 
. . . . . A c t o f 1 8 8 5 . 
" an Act to prohibit the keeping of rabbits in 
" t h e Colony of Queensland and to authorise 
" their destruct ion" was passed. This Act 
prohibited the introduction of live rabbits into 
the colony, or the keeping of them, authorised 
the destruction of straying rabbits, made turn-
ing them loose an offence against the Act , and 
provided penalties. 
In 1886 rabbits were reported within two ft ^ M u n g i n d i a n d 
miles of Mungindi, a to,wnship on the border "^ "^ o^ pah-
22 
between New South Wales and Queensland ; 
several were killed near Wompah, another 
border township in the west of the colony, and 
numerous traces in that vicinity were reported. 
Tenders called It was decided to erect a barrier fence between 
for the Border 
Fence. Queensland and New South Wales , and tenders 
were received and contracts let for that purpose. 
F e c u n d i i y o f f h e rcDorts of rabbits near Mungindi and the rahl)it. ^ _ , ° 
Wompah were sufficiently alarming when the 
extraordinary fecundity of the rabbit is taken 
into account. W e have it on the authority of 
the chief rabbit inspector of New South Wales 
that the doe takes the buck at three months 
old, has her first litter at four months, and 
breeds nine months out of the twelve. He has 
frequently caught half-grown does suckling 
young, and with young inside them; and has 
seen two litters two feet apart in the same 
burrow—one litter just born, the other just 
ready to leave both—evidently the progeny of 
the one doe. Taking six in a litter (and the 
number has been known to reach thirteen), he 
estimates that the progeny of two left undis-
turbed, allowing them to breed nine months in 
the year—the first litter at four months—would 
amount at the end of the third year to 
13 ,7 18 ,000, or, 6,859,000 does to commence 
breeding at the beginning of the fourth year, 
allowing half the sum total to be does. In this 
connection it may be as well to point out that 
Mr. Pound, in his " R e p o r t s relating to the 
Microbes of Chicken Cholera," states that it is 
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altogether erroneous to suppose that rabbits 
have as many as ten or twelve y o u n g ones at a 
litter, and his observations shew an average 
breeding rate of slightly over four. I myself 
have seen does give birth to ten and twelve at 
a time, and Mr. O'Connel l , the Maranoa Rabbi t 
Board 's inspector in charge of destruction, has 
on one occasion seen thirteen in a litter. T h e 
breeding rate at the present time in parts 
of the Maranoa district is seven. 
Mr. Pound again states that he has never, 
under any conditions, known rabbits to com-
mence breeding untill they are sixteen weeks 
old. Mr. O 'Connel l ' s experience bears out 
what has been already stated, that they com-
mence at the a g e of three months. 
In January, 1887, rabbits were reported Rabbits at 
thirty miles below Eulo, on the Paroo River, 
and tenders were still being a c c e p t e d and con-
tracts let for the erection of the border fence. 
In September of the same year the chairman Veranbai i— 
. . . I T , 1 o r^ recommenda-
of the Ula Ula Divisional Hoard at bt. Cjeorge, t i o n b y t h e 
on the Balonne River, reported that seventeen Divisional 
or eighteen rabbits had been killed on Yeranbah, 
on the border, and he recommended that 
another line of rabbit-proof fencing be erected 
parallel to the border fence, fifty miles from it. 
T h e Board endorsed his recommendation, and 
wrote to the Government urging that protective 
measures be taken at once. 
In the Brisbane House of Assembly it was 
complained that the border fence was not being 
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pushed on fast enough. On ist October 
tenders were accepted for the erection of 
sections of the fence west of Hungerford ; and 
Marsiipiah in Novembcr The Marsupials Destruction 
Desiructiou i h t - i t . 
Amendment Amendment Act allowed Marsupial Boards to 
Boards°to^ ex- expend their funds in the destruction of rabbits. 
m the™^ '^ ^^  In December contracts were let for the erec-destruction of r . • ^ ^ r 
rabbits. tion ot gates in border lence. 
1888-- In January, 1888, rabbits were seen at 
Rabl)its at ' ' _ 
Bundaieer. Bundalecr, a border station less than half way 
between Mungindi and the western boundary 
of the colony; and in February the Govern-
ment assented to the funds of the Bulloo Mar-
supial Board being expended in the destruction 
of the rabbit. 
Border fence In May the Queensland Government decided to be extended 
to Mimgindi to Continue the border fence east as far as 
Conference Munmndi; and in July the first Rabbit Con-
in Brisbane. ^ ' . . 
ference was held in Brisbane, when the follow-
ing resolutions were passed :— 
Resolutions. Xhat an area of country adjacent to the 
New South Wales and South Australian border 
be proclaimed infested country, and that on it 
all resumed areas be re-incorporated in the 
leasehold, and that it be compulsory on all 
Crown tenants on that area to fence their runs 
into blocks not exceeding 200 square miles, 
with approved rabbit fencing, use being made 
of existing fences where practicable. 
2. That, in the opinion of the conference, a 
second line of rabbit-proof fencing should be 
erected, intersecting the colony from east to 
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west, starting from Mitchell , on the Southern 
and Western Rai lway line, then by that line to 
Charleville, then by a line northerly to the 
twenty-fifth parallel of latitude to the South 
Australian border, thence south and east by 
the boundary of the colony, till it junctions 
with the fence now under construction ; also 
a line from Mitchell , or further south, southerly 
to the New South W a l e s border, the fence to 
be proceeded with at once. 
3. T h a t the present border fence be exten-
ded from Munorindi to the T w e e d River east 
a long the border. 
4. T n a t the Crown tenants be required under 
penalties to keep down all rabbits on their 
holdings, and that they be also required to 
prevent wilful destruction of iguanas, carpet 
snakes, and cats, native or domestic. 
5. T h a t it be a penal matter to pay head 
money for destroying rabbits, or in any way 
deal, use, or preserve their skins or carcases as 
articles of commerce. 
6. T h a t in consequence of these provisions 
being carried out, and on the recommendation 
of the Board, the Crown tenants on the afore" 
said area be granted an extended tenure of the 
whole of their holdings, for a period beyond 
that already secured to them by the Land A c t 
and A c t s . . 
7. T h a t no Crown tenant on the aforesaid 
area be allowed to forfeit a part of his present 
holding, but, should a Crown tenant forfeit the 
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whole of his holding, the Crown, as the landlord, 
to take his responsibilities at the cost of the 
consolidated revenue, and to act as a tenant 
would be required to act within these provisions 
until a fresh tenant be found, and then all un-
occupied Crown land within the aforesaid area 
to be dealt with in the same manner as a 
forfeited run under the above clause. 
8. That the funds necessary for the adminis-
tration of this Act , except those mentioned in 
the preceding clauses, be raised by an assess-
ment on all stock in Queensland. 
9. That compensation be also granted to 
any other class of occupants of lands within 
infested areas, either by reduction of rentals or 
increased tenure, or otherwise, as the Board 
may direct. 
10. That the administration of this Act be 
entrusted to a Board of two gentlemen ap-
pointed by the Government, under like con-
ditions to the present Land Board, and to 
local Boards appointed by the contributing 
stockowners. 
1 1 . That it may be optional with the Board, 
if satisfied that any occupier of lands is not in 
a position to erect fencing, to grant him assist-
ance by lending money at a low rate of interest 
from the said assessment fund, or from any 
Government subsidy, in order to enable him to 
fence his run, instead of granting him increased 
tenure. 
12 . That the Board may be given power to 
extend the area of infested districts, and deal 
with them under the preceding provisions. 
13 . That the Government be requested to 
make the necessary amendments in existing 
Acts : to carry into legal effect the resolutions 
of this conference. 
14. That this conference appoint the follow-
ing gentlemen to act as a committee to draft a 
bill to deal with the rabbit plague, founded on 
the resolutions passed by this conference, and 
to submit it to the Government, v iz . :—F. R . 
Murphy (chairman of conference), John Stev-
enson, Wm. Allan, W. S . Paul, J . Crombie, 
E. J . Stevens, R . G. Casey, and R . Dunsmure. 
15 . That this conference desires to bring 
under the notice of the Government the suc-
cessful spread of a disease among rabbits in 
New South Wales, and recommends that com-
petent persons be immediately despatched to 
observe the effects of the disease, and to report; 
and that, if such report warrant it, steps be 
immediately taken to introduce such disease 
under Government regulations into the infested 
districts of this colony. 
16. That the Government be urged to at 
once order the closing of the large gap in the 
New South Wales boundary fence, and proceed 
as rapidly as possible with that along the South 
Australian border. 
17. That patrols be stationed at certain 
intervals along the rabbit-proof fence, for the 
purposes of protection and repair. 
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Reports of 
Government 
assisted 
destruction 
parties. 
Traces near 
Cunnamulla. 
1890. 
Rabbits on 
Cubliie and 
Nee Nee. 
Cost of the 
border fence. 
18. That all material used for rabbit-proof 
and marsupial fencing be admitted into the 
colony duty free, and carried on the railways 
at the same rate as agricultural produce. 
In 1888 Government assisted parties were 
engaged in rabbit destruction in Western 
Queensland, and in January, 1889, reports 
from the overseers in charge showed : — 
2 killed on Boorara, 
6 ,, ,, Currawinya, 
21 ,, ,, Caiwarra, 
all stations to the west of Cunnamulla. The 
Bulloo Marsupial Board reported the total 
number destroyed on Norley, Thargomindah, 
Bulloo, and Orient Downs, in the same neigh-
bourhood, to have been 230. 
In July, 1889, numerous traces were reported 
near Cunnamulla, and a rabbit was caught on 
Burrenbilla, supposed to have been put there 
maliciously. 
In August, 1890, rabbits were found on 
Cubbie and Nee Nee, both stations on the 
Balonne River, about 60 and 80 miles south of 
St. George. Twenty couple were secured on 
Nee Nee. 
In November the Minister for Lands stated 
that 6 4 8 J out of the 6 5 0 ! miles of the border 
fence authorised were completed. 
The amount voted for the fence was ^32,503 
Expended up to 30th June, 1890 ... 1 16 ,820 
Leaving a balance of ... 15,683 
Outstanding liabilities were ... 5,908 
Which reduced the balance to ... ^9)775 
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The cost of working and keeping the fence 
in order, salary and allowances for three over-
seers, thirteen boundary-riders, four rabbiters, 
and one clerk, was estimated at ^^ 1 1 , 2 1 2 per 
annum. 
In the beginning of 1891 great uneasiness at 
the increase of the pest was felt in the south- i-^ b^bi^  1 imnalion 
west portion of the colony, and in May a A^ssociation, 
meeting of pastoralists, initiated by Mr. J . C. 
Higginson, was held at St . George, for the 
purpose of considering what steps to take 
in the matter. " The Balonne Rabbit Exter-
mination Association " was formed for " pre-
" venting the further increase of rabbits, and for 
" the destruction of those now within the bor-
" ders of the District." A clerk was appointed, 
and a committee formed to report to the next 
meeting, under the following heads : — 
( 1 ) An exact definition of the boundaries 
of the district it was advisable to 
include in the Association. 
(2) The means to adopt to prevent further 
increase from infested districts. 
(3) The course to pursue in exterminating 
any rabbits within the boundaries of 
the district. 
(4) The state of the border fence—if 
effectual in the system of erection, 
and the object aimed at. 
The committee was empowered to engage 
the services of a competent man to assist. 
The Minister for Lands was asked to empower 
the committee to enter any lands in the Balonne 
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District, and to place the services of a Govern-
ment Inspector at the disposal of the committee. 
Various other resolutions were passed, includ-
ing a petition to the Government to bring in a 
Rabbit Bill during the next session. The St. 
George Standard^ reporting the meeting, pro-
phecied thus : — " It will be therefore seen that 
" this Association, started on the banks of the 
" Balonne, bids fair to form a nucleus of exten-
" sive organizations that may save the colony 
" of Queensland from that desolating pest^ 
" which has laid waste some of the fairest por-
" tions of New South Wales and Victoria, and 
" cost millions to keep in check." We shall see 
how far this prophecy has been verified. 
1891. Mr. Mr. Higginson, interviewed by a represen-
Higginson . . . 
interviewed, tative of the Brisbane Courier^ explained 
the objects of the Association as follows:— 
T o try and induce the Government to bring in 
a Bill to deal with the question. The pastoral-
ists on the Balonne were prepared to erect 
netting if the Government supplied it. Unless 
the incursion from the west was checked, rabbits 
would be on the Darling Downs in eighteen 
months or two years. A commissioner should 
be appointed, with power to appoint inspectors ; 
the Minister to have entire jurisdiction. If a 
district was proclaimed infested, sixty days 
should be given wherein all residents could 
apply to the Government for power to form 
themselves into a group. At the expiration of 
the period the commissioner to report on the 
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applications received, and to have power to 
give notice to lessees to enclose their holdings 
with netting—the lessees to find boundary 
fences, and to pay the total cost of erection. 
A general rabbit fund to be provided by assess-
ment on all stock in the colony, on the basis of 
a minimum of two thousand sheep and five 
hundred cattle ; the marsupial funds in hand to 
be also available. As regards grouping, the 
commissioner to have the power to recommend 
the subdivision of any holding, as in New 
South Wales, in order to assist in destruction 
within the group. The commissioner to have 
unlimited power to enforce destruction; the 
expense to be borne—half by lessees within the 
group, half out of the general fund. Lessees to 
pay for actual erection of the fence ; cost of 
netting to come out of the fund. If land on a 
resumed area should be selected, the lessee to 
have a claim for improvement in proportion to 
the area selected. 
Another scheme which originated on the Another 
Balonne River was, that a strip of land, one oJglna^ ted on 
hundred miles in width, parallel to the border' ^ 
fence, should be proclaimed a special district, 
within which the warfare was to be maintained. 
All Government tenants to be declared free of all 
lease charges until such times as their runs 
were declared free of rabbits. Instead of rent-
als a fund to be established, into which lessees 
were to pay equal amounts to their disburse-
ments under the Land Act. A further fund to 
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be established, to provide for destruction, and 
to recoup the Government for loss in rentals, 
by a tax on stock of threepence per head cattle, 
and four shillings per hundred sheep. Des-
tructive measures to be carried out by resident 
occupiers, who were to form sub-divisional 
Boards with, say, two northern pastoralists and 
Government officials, to supervise the ex-
penditure. Another strip of country to the 
north to be proclaimed if necessary. 
D^u ta t i on to ^ member of the Committee of the Balonne 
the Premier. Rabbit Extermination Association waited on 
the Premier, accompanied by Messrs. Wm. 
Allan, M.P. for Cunninghame, and Ebb. Smith, 
of Weribone Station, on the Balonne, with a 
view to obtaining early legislation to deal with 
the pest. They were ably backed up by the 
United Pastoralists' Association, and all mem-
bers interested in pastoral pursuits, and their 
untiring efforts and the desire of the Government 
to meet their wishes, enabled an Act to be 
brought forward during the then session. 
Kabbits In September it was reported that rabbits 
^ ^  ^  ^ were increasing rapidly in Queensland, and 
were making serious headway on the Balonne 
and Culgoa Rivers, and Cooper's Creek. 
Rabbit Act On the 16th of October the Brisbane House 
ihrA2eSy!of Assembly, in Committee, affirmed the 
desirableness of bringing in a Bill to make 
better provision for preventing the incursion 
and migration of rabbits. The second reading 
was moved by the Minister for Lands, and in 
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the discussion that followed, Mr. Wm. Allan 
read a letter from Mr. Walker, from the Bulloo, 
who reported rabbits steadily increasing, and 
dying in thousands on the border fence. 
Rabbits had been seen swimming the Cooper. 
The border fence had stopped them, but they 
had followed the fence round, and turned the 
flank of Queensland. From the same district, 
Mr. Molesworth Greene wrote that the rabbits 
on the border fence were like a beleaguering 
army, and were only waiting for the smallest 
opening. They had worn a broad hard track 
on the New South Wales side, where it was 
like a desert, relieved only by dead stumps of 
bushes and rabbits, while Queensland was 
luxuriant with vegetation. A report of the 
Chief Inspector of Stock was also read, in 
which he stated that the Bulloo Marsupial 
Board had carried on destruction on 17 stations 
as against seven in 1 8 8 9 ; seven parties were 
employed in destruction in the beginning of 
1890, and 13 at date. In 1889, 270 rabbits had 
been caught, in 1890 the number was 6,091 . 
T h e Bill was passed on the 6th November. ithNo'lember. 
On the 26th the Balonne Rabbit Extermination 
Association Committee presented the report of Report of the 
. . committee of 
Mr. Fletcher, employed by the Association, the Baiomie 
1 1 TVT TVT Rabbit 
He reported rabbits on Yeranbah, Nee Nee, Extermination 
Currawilinghi, Brenda, Woolerina, Coomburrah, 
Mulga Downs, Bundaleer, Toulby, Murra 
Murra, and Cubbie in the Balonne District. 
Also that the following rabbits had been killed 
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on the Austral ian Pastoral C o m p a n y ' s proper-
ties : — 
Aug. Sept. Oct. Total. 
Cubbie I I 1 1 7 29 
Gnoolooma 4 8 4 16 
Yeranbah 28 15 10 53 
Narine 2 6 8 
106 
not inc luding belly y o u n g . 
s^ptuoTspf. T h e total amount of public m o n e y e x p e n d e d 
in connect ion with the rabbit question, prior to 
the pass ing of the A c t of 1891, was ;^ i38,205 
8s. 4d. 
C H A P T E R III . 
T H E R A B B I T A C T S , 1 8 9 1 T O 1 8 9 5 , A N D T H E R A B B I T 
B O A R D S — T H E I R W O R K UP T O T H E 3 0 T H J U N E , 
1 8 9 6 . 
W e have seen the s tate of N e w S o u t h W a l e s 
in 1883, the result of ten years ' e n d e a v o u r 
to c o p e with the pest . W e have seen the state 
of Q u e e n s l a n d from 1886 to 1891 ; we will now 
see the results of the w o r k i n g of the R a b b i t 
B o a r d s and the state of the colony as r e g a r d s 
the rabbit in June, 1896. 
T h e A c t of 1891 was to " m a k e provision for 
" p r e v e n t i n g the incursion and migration of rab-
" b i t s , " and provided for the proclamation of 
infested districts, and the constitution of boards 
to be e lected by ratepayers therein, and for the 
manner of e l e c t i o n — g o v e r n m e n t inspectors to 
be ex-officio m e m b e r s ; for the creation of rabbit 
funds by the a s s e s s m e n t of all owners of s tock 
over 100 catt le or 500 sheep within the districts, 
at a maximum rate of 5 / - per 100 sheep and 
5 / - per 20 head of cat t le and horses ; for the 
supply of nett ing by the G o v e r n m e n t in propor-
tion to the a s s e s s m e n t raised ; for the formation 
of groups and the erection of f e n c e s to carry 
n e t t i n g on the boundaries of g r o u p s , half the 
cost to be borne by the lessee a l o n g whose 
boundary or through w h o s e run the group 
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boundary passed, half by all owners within the 
group in proportion to their available area; and 
penalties for non-payment of assessment, ob-
struction to a Board's employees, damage to 
fences, gates, etc. 
i^ i^ tricts ^ jj^ January, 1892, the following districts were 
proclaimed : — 
Gregory ( i ) T h e Gregory North, commencing at a 
point true west from the confluence 
of the Thompson and Barcoo Rivers, 
bounded on the south by a line true 
east to the watershed of the Thomp-
son River, on the east by that water-
shed^ on the north by the south 
watershed of the Flinders River , 
Kirby 's and Selwyn's Ranges to the 
2 1 s t parallel of south latitude, by that 
parallel to the west boundary of the 
colony, on the west by that boundary. 
M i t c h e l l . (2) The Mitchell,commencing at the same 
point, bounded on the west by the 
south and east boundaries of the 
Gregory North Rabbit District, on the 
north by the watershed of the Flinders 
River, north-east to the Great Divid-
ing Range , on the east by the Great 
Dividing R a n g e and the east water-
shed of the Warrego River, south to 
the railway line, on the south by the 
railway line, then by a line westerly 
to the west boundary of the colony, 
thence northerly, westerly, and north-
erly to the point of commencement. 
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(3) T h e Warrego, bounded on the east by Wan-ego, 
the west boundary of the pastoral 
district of Maranoa, on the north by 
the south boundary of the Mitchell 
Rabbit District, on the west and south 
by the boundaries of the colony. 
(4) T h e Maranoa, bounded on the west by Maranoa, 
the east boundary of the W a r r e g o 
and Mitchel l Rabbit Districts, on the 
south by the southern boundary of the 
colony to the confluence of the M a c -
Intyre Brook with the Barwon River, 
on the east by the M a c l n t y r e Brook 
and a line northerly to the Great 
Dividing R a n g e , on the north by that 
range running west to the east boun-
dary of the Mitchel l Rabbit District. 
T h e approximate income at the maximum incomes of 
^ boards. 
rate, irom assessment 01 t h e — 
Gregory North Board was ^^9,000 
Mitchell Board ... ... ^"34,000 
Warrego Board... ... ^^  13,000 
Maranoa Board... ... ^11,000 
T h e date of election of members (7) was First election 
of menihers. 
fixed to take place on the i8th February, for 
t h e — 
Gregory North Board at Boulia 
Mitchell Board at Barcaldine 
Warrego Board at Thargomindah 
Maranoa Board at St. George 
Tenders were also called by the Government T enders called 
for the supply of 400 miles of wire n e t t i n g — of netting!^  
width, 48-inch; gauge , No. 1 6 ; mesh, i j - i n c h . 
This was the netting with which the border 
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fence was constructed, and the use of it was 
afterwards discarded on the recommendation of 
the Boards, as being unnecessarily heavy and 
expensive. Netting 42-inch wide, 17 gauge. 
i|^-inch mesh, then came generally into use. 
After election the Boards lost no time in 
appointing chairmen, clerks, and other officials, 
and rates were struck by the— 
Gregory North on the 19th of March ... 2/6 
Mitchell on the 6th of April 2/-
Warrego on the 15th March ... ... 2/6 
Maranoa on the I2th April ... ... 2/6 
These rates were per 100 sheep and 20 head 
of cattle and horses. Netting was applied for 
and the work commenced. 
The Mitchell and Gregory North Boards 
started to fence their southern boundaries, the 
Warrego and the Maranoa to fence off the 
infested portions of their districts—their south-
ern boundaries being fenced by the border line. 
A s tenders had only been called for the 
supply of 400 miles of netting by the Govern-
ment, there was at first great danger that the 
Boards ' fences would be delayed ; but, rather 
than that should happen, the Mitchell and the 
Maranoa Boards purchased a supply, trusting 
that the outlay would be recouped them by 
the Government. 
Work was soon going rapidly ahead in all the 
districts. It is worthy of notice that one of the 
first resolutions passed by the Maranoa, and 
endorsed by the other Boards, was to the effect 
that the attention of the Department be drawn 
39 
to the inadvisableness of paying scalp money, 
and to the necessity for enforcing a penalty for 
the adoption of any such means of destruction. 
Though the Act of 1891 was a long step in 
the right direction, when it came to be put in 
practice the usual defects of hasty legislation 
were found. A few were as follow : — 
1. The Darling Downs district was altogether pjjjj.™ '^ 
exempt from taxation. e x e m p t . 
2. Instead of the whole colony bein^ t a x e d T a x n o t 
•' " na t i ona l . 
to protect it from a national danger, the few 
were taxed to benefit the many. Those who 
derived most benefit from any work done, in 
fact, those who would be protected by every 
line of fence erected, contributed least—in the 
case of half the colony, nothing at a l l ; while 
thosewho derived least benefit, if notactualharm, 
from the erection of fences had to contribute 
most heavily. For instance, the Warrego and 
the Maranoa districts were given upwards of 700 
miles of the border fence to maintain, entailing 
a very heavy annual expense ; both districts 
were partially infested, and any fence erected 
would simply throw the rabbits back on to the 
country to the south and west of such fences. 
3. No provision was made for the erection of N o p r o v i s i o n 
party fences, i.e. fences between two groups. fencS!^ ^ 
4. No provision was made in regard to N o p r o v i s i o n 
barrier fences for the mode of erection, or the fence™^ 
recovery of the cost of erection. Obviously, in 
the case of a partially infested district, the 
first work of a Board would be to cut off the 
40 
unclean from the clean country, but the Act 
only allowed a Board to call on lessees to erect 
a fence to carry netting, after it had ordered a 
carefully defined area to be formed into a 
group and enclosed. In that case those within 
the group, i.e. those owners who were afflicted 
with the pest, and not those protected from the 
pest, would bear the cost; and it is quite con-
ceivable, under the same conditions, that an area 
of country could be completely surrounded with 
groups and be protected by every one of them, 
without contributing one penny towards the 
cost of the fences. 
1892— In the early part of 1892 The Brisbane 
Courier sent a special correspondent through 
correspondent ^ ^ ^ i^fested portions of New South Wales, and 
the publication of his report excited the people 
of Brisbane to fever heat. On the 12th of 
October a special meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce was held, and a deputation waited 
on the Premier urging that fresh legislation to 
eradicate the rabbit pest be introduced. 
The result was the passing of The Pastoral 
Leases Extension Act of 1892. 
On the loth November the Leichhardt was 
created a separate district, comprising so much 
of the pastoral districts of Leichhardt and 
South Kennedy as is to the south of the Central 
Railway Line, and so much of the pastoral 
districts of Maranoa and Darling Downs as is 
to the west of the east boundary of Chinchilla 
Consolidation, and north of the Southern and 
Pastoral 
Leases 
Extension 
Act. 
Leichhardt 
district. 
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Western Railway Line. By this the Maranoa 
Board lost a considerable portion of its district. 
The Leichhardt Board commenced with an 
income from assessment at the maximum rate, 
of ;^io,ooo, and commenced to fence its 
southern boundary. As in the cases of the 
Mitchell and Maranoa Boards, the Leichhardt 
purchased netting so as to push on the work. 
On the 5th of January, 1893, the Darling Ming 
Downs District was proclaimed, bounded on district, 
the west by the east boundary of the Maranoa 
Rabbit District, on the north and east by the 
Great Dividing Range, southerly to the south 
boundary of the colony, and on the south by 
that boundary. What is now known as the 
Caernarvon Rabbit District was added to the 
Maranoa. The Darling Downs Board's income 
from assessment at the maximum rate was 
^,^5,554. The Board commenced to fence its 
western boundary. 
In June, 1894, the Caernarvon Board was Caernarvon 
gazetted with an annual income from assess-
ment at the maximum rate, of £\ ,2oo . The 
district is situated in the south-east corner of 
the colony,and is well protected by the Maranoa 
and Warrego Districts. The Caernarvon 
Board, recognising this, commenced to do 
nothing, and have done nothing ever since. 
On the 30th November, 1894, The Rabbit A niendment 
Boards Act, 1891, Amendment Act of 
was passed. This Act remedied some of the 
defects in the original Act, and provided for the 
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Boards. 
Establishment establishment of a Central Board of six 
of the Central . . 
Board. members, with the Mmister for Lands as ex 
officio chairman. A n effort was made to 
introduce a national tax, but, as this was found 
to be impossible, the Board was endowed with 
10,000 out of the consolidated revenue, for 
the maintenance, primarily, of the fences 
erected by the Government, and, generally, for 
defraying or repaying to the local Boards 
expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions 
of the A c t s 1891 to 1894. 
T h e A c t also provided for loans to Boards; 
altered and amended the clauses in the 
original A c t relating to elections ; made pro-
vision for the payment of assessment on 
unstocked country; and altered the clauses in 
the original A c t relating to grouping. Bv this 
amendment owners within the group would pay 
half the cost of a fence to carry n e t t i n g — t h o s e 
protected, the other half. T h e Land Board 
was constituted a final court of appeal, and it 
was made penal to offer bonuses for scalps or to 
utilise the rabbit in any way as an article of 
commerce. 
T h e Central Board, since the passing of the 
A c t , has repaid the Boards the amounts spent 
by them on the repair and maintenance of 
the border fence, and has contributed ;^4,ooo 
towards the cost of the erection of a fence in 
New South Wales , from Mungindi to Narrabri, 
which fence was first recommended by the 
Maranoa Board as a protection to the north-
Work of the 
Central 
Board. 
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east portion of New South Wales, and the 
south-east portion of Queensland. 
What the country was saved from by the gilJ:^ 
border fence is very clearly shown by the 
following letter from Mr. J . L. Carstairs, of 
Currawynia, Hungerford, to Mr. Leahy, M.P . 
for the Bulloo, published in January, 1 8 9 5 : — 
' I send you one or two photographs, which, 
' though roughly done, will give you some idea 
' of what rabbits are really like, and you may 
' find them useful in helping to convince 
' sceptics that money spent on fencing has 
' not been altogether thrown away. On the 
' Queensland side there are plenty of traces of 
' rabbits, but, except in the early morning, and 
' late in the evening, they keep out of sight. 
' On the New South Wales side of the fence 
' the country is in a terrible state ; from twenty 
' miles west of Hungerford, as far as I went, 
' there is not a vestige of feed. Not a blade 
' of grass or even a fallen leaf is to be seen on 
' the ground—a great contrast to the green 
' grass and flowering herbage upon the opposite 
' side of the fence. Rabbits are thick every-
' where, and a good many are dying apparently 
' from starvation. On Berrawynia Downs large 
' numbers are being destroyed in wire netting 
' y a r d s near the border. Where the Thurloo 
' Downs eastern boundary joins the border 
' fence the rabbits literally cover the ground 
' for a distance of half-a-mile, and the rotting 
' carcases of the dead are trodden into a 
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' regular carpet by hundreds of thousands of 
' others crowding up to the fence to die. Every 
' tree and shady spot as far as I went to the 
' south was fully occupied by rabbits, and the 
' heaps of dead ones round the trees were often 
' a foot deep. I examined the fence very 
' closely, and did not find any traces of rabbits 
' getting through, though the green grass 
' growing against the netting must have af-
' forded a strong temptation to climb or to 
' burrow." 
In this year the fencing erected, in course 
of erection, and under the control of the boards, 
was as follows :— 
( 1 ) The border fence between New South 
Wales and South Australia and 
Queensland, 903 miles in length— 
697 miles erected by the Government, 
206 by the Mitchell Board. 
(2) A second parallel line, running from 
ten miles east of Mungindi, first north 
to twelve miles north of St. George, 
then west through the Maranoa and 
Warrego districts to the South Aust-
ralian border—erected by the Maranoa 
and Warrego Boards, at an average 
distance of eighty miles from the 
southern border of the colony. 
(3) A third parallel, running first north 
from the southern border of the colony, 
along the Darling Downs Boards' 
western boundary, then west along 
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the southern boundaries of the Mit-
chell and Leichhardt districts to the 
South Australian border—erected by 
the Darling Downs, Leichhardt, and 
Mitchell Boards, at an average dis-
tance of eighty miles from the second 
parallel. 
(4) North and south fences, erected by 
the Warrego Board, dividing the dis-
trict in two; by the Mitchell Board 
fencing its western boundary; by 
the Leichhardt Board fencing its 
western boundary; by the Maranoa 
Board—{a) fencing its western bound-
ary, (^ b) cutting off the heavily in-
fested south-west corner, (c) cutting 
off the infested north-west corner. 
In June and July, 1895, ^^^ Surveyor-General Report of the 
travelled through the south-west corner of the General, 
colony, to report to the Government on the 
spread of the pest, and found that it was firmly 
established all through the Warrego district^— 
worst on the Bulloo River. He came to the 
conclusion that, though estabhshed from Dy-
nevor Downs, west of Cunnamulla, to the Grey 
Ranges, and thence southerly, beyond hope of 
eradication, still, with the aid of poison and 
close fencing, "rabbits in Queensland may be 
kept within reasonable limits." 
In December The Rabbit Boards Act of 1895 Rabbu Boams 
became law. This Act altogether altered the 
system of electing Board members hitherto 
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obtaining; introduced voting by post; and 
provided for ensuring the destruction of rabbits. 
Boards were empowered to compel owners, 
whose runs were enclosed, to destroy, and, in the 
event of owners not doing so, could take the 
necessary steps and recover the cost from the 
owners. Boards were empowered to furnish nett-
ing to owners upon application, for the purpose 
of affixing to any fence upon the boundary of a 
run ; the owner to execute a charge upon his 
estate or interest in the run, securing payment 
to the Board of an annual sum equal to 
upon the cost of the netting delivered at the 
nearest railway station, such charge to be a 
first charge upon the property, and to take 
precedence of all mortgages ; the lessee to be 
absolved from the payment of assessment, and 
to have the right to redeem the charge at any 
time, by payment of the principal. ;^20,000 
w a^s placed upon the estimates, the intention 
being to hand that sum over to the Boards, to 
enable them to purchase netting for lessees 
desirous of taking advantage of the provision. 
This measure would undoubtedly have been 
of the greatest benefit to owners desirous of 
taking advantage of the provisions of The 
Pastoral Leases Extension Act, also to the 
colony in general, as it would have meant the 
subdividing of the infested areas already en-
closed by the Boards, and would have greatly 
simplified the work of destruction. The Boards 
were deluged with applications for netting, but,. 
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unfortunately, the Auditor-General found that 
the A c t did not provide for a grant for the 
purchase of netting to advance to lessees, and 
it was impossible for the Boards to supply 
netting out of the limited funds at their dis-
posal ; the manufacturers too were embarrassed 
by the great and increasing demand, which, for 
a time, they were quite unable to supply. Con-
sequently, nothing was done for a considerable 
time ; no advances of netting could be made. 
During the session of 1896, however, ;^5o,ooo 
was voted for this purpose, and netting became 
available. 
B y the 30th of June, 1896, the following jg^ 
fencing was completed, in course of completion 
by, and under the control of the Boards : — 
The Government 
,, GregoryNorth Board—the 
southern and western 
boundaries of the district 390 miles. 
,, MitchellBoard—the south-
ern and western boundar-
ies, and Bulgaroo, Ray, 
Nickavilla, and Tintin-
chiUa (infested country), 
enclosed ... ... ... 1,243 ,, 
,, Warrego Board—an east 
and west line, and the 
Balloo flood water (very 
heavily infested), enclosed 1,033 v 
,, Maranoa Board — three 
north and south, and two 
east and west lines ... 884 ,, 
,, Leichhardt B o a r d — t h e 
southern and western 
boundaries ... ... 295 ,, 
The Darling Downs Board—the 
western boundary ... 164 ,, 
697 miles. 
4,009 „ 
Total 4,706 
Maintenance 
of fences. 
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As each line of fencing approached comple-
tion the question of maintaining it had to be 
considered, and that this is no hght burden 
the staff employed by the Boards will show :— 
Board. Superin-tendent. Clerk. Inspectors. 
Boundary 
Riders. 
Gregory North I I 9 
Mitchell I 1 4 3 5 
Warrego I I 5 3 6 
Maranoa 1 2 1 6 
Leichhardt I 2 1 0 
Darling Downs I I 3 
Caernarvon I 
Total 2 I ; 109 
Special 
expenses 
in connection 
with 
maintenance. 
Of course, horse-paddocks, huts, horses, 
saddlery, and tools had to be provided for the 
boundary riders. 
In addition to the ordinary expenses of 
maintaining netting fences, special expenses, 
such as repairs to fences damaged by flood and 
fire, have to be considered, as they form a very 
heavy item of annual expenditure. 
Rates struck. When the Act of 1891 was before the House, 
fears were expressed that if the matter was left 
in the hands of local authorities, the country 
would suffer^ as owners would not be anxious 
to tax themselves too heavily. Whether this 
has been the case or not can be judged from 
the rates per 100 sheep and 20 head of cattle 
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and horses, struck by the Boards up to the 
30th June, 1896, as under:— 
Gregory North Board ., .. 17/6 
Mitchell Board •• 13/3 
Warrego Board ... ,. 20/-
Maranoa Board ... .. 16/3 
Leichhardt Board • 8 / -
Darling Downs Board .. .. 7/6 
Caernarvon Board •• 3/6 
The maximum rate, if struck every year, 
would have amounted to 20/- in the cases of 
the Boards gazetted in 1892. 
Leaving the Gregory North (which has 
exceptional difficulties in the way of carriage, 
scarcity of timber, water, etc., to contend with) 
out of the question, the above list is a striking 
example of the fact that those who benefitted 
most by the work of the Boards contributed 
least (in the way of assessment) towards their 
own protection, in the following order — 
1st — Those who contributed nothing 
2nd—-Those within the Caernarvon District 
3rd—Those within the Darhng Downs District 
4 th—Those within the Leichhardt District 
5th — Those within the Mitchell District 
6 th—Those within the Maranoa District 
7th—Those within the Warrego District. 
Fencing erected by Boards and bv the Total fencing 
° erected. 
Government up to the 30th June, 1896, was 
4,683 miles ; to this add fencing erected by 
owners, under The Pastoral Leases Extension 
Act, approximately, 1,500 miles ; and the total 
fencing erected in South Queensland was 
6,183 n^iles. 
50 
Netting 
supplied by 
the 
<jOvernment. 
The total amount of netting supplied to each 
Board by the Government, to the same date, 
was as under :— 
Gregory North Board ... 403 miles 820 yards 
Mitchell Board ... ... 964 „ 860 „ 
Warrego Board ... ... 989 M 760 „ 
Maranoa Board ... ... 846 „ 340 „ 
Leichhardt Board ••• 275 „ 1,100 „ 
Darling Downs Board . •• 14s M 1,700 „ 
Caernarvon Board 0 n 0 n 
Total ... 3,622 M 5580 „ 
Netting 
purchased. 
The amount of netting purchased by the 
Boards, and the cost, were as follows :— 
Mitchell Board, 142 miles cost £3,9^,7 10 i 
Warrego Board, 4 ,, 46c yards ,, [33 18 7 
Maranoa Board, 91 ,, 1,408 ,, ,, 3,868 8 1 1 
Leichhardt Board 50 ,, ,, 1,400 o o 
Total 296 108 £9,339 17 7 
Public money. The total amount of public money spent in 
connection with the rabbit question, from the 
passing of the Act of 1891 to the 30th of June, 
1896, was 15 ,720 5s. i d . ; in addition the 
following loans were made :— Loans to 
Boards. 
To the Warrego Board ... ^ 18 ,750 
,, Gregory North Board 12,000 
Total /3o,75o 
Spread of the 
pest. 
A s regards the spread of the pest, in June, 
1896, the rabbit was firmly established beyond a 
doubt in the Warrego and Maranoa Districts. 
In the former the increase was described as 
"enormous," and in the latter traces were to be 
seen on all the fences. The Gregory North Board 
5 ' 
did not report any increase, though the rabbit 
had allowed himself to be seen in the district 
on the extreme western boundary. The Leich-
hardt and the Mitchell Boards had him on 
their southern boundaries, but he was safely 
enclosed and under control; and though, up 
till then, but little had been done in the way of 
destruction—the Boards having required all 
their funds for fencing—as the requisite fencing 
by the Boards was approaching completion it 
was hoped that funds for destruction would be 
available, and the extermination of the rabbit 
in Queensland only a matter of time. 
ComparatiYe Statement—Shewing Rates Struck, Amounts Collected, Staff Employed, Fencing, 
and Netting supplied to and purchased by the Boards up to 30th June, 1896. 
B O A R D . 
GREGORY NORTH 
MITCHELL 
W A R R E G O 
MARANOA ... 
LEICHHARDT 
DARLING DOWNS 
C A E R N A R V O N 
cd p u P ^ 
R- P ^ C u 
3.2 J 
G 
/ 9 , o o o 
34,ooo 
13,000 
originallj ' 
I 1 ,000 
now 
8,000 
10,000 
5,000 
1,200 
<u o 
C (U ^ cu ( 
S O D 
ii o •z: 
CO " ts 
17/6 
13/3 
2 0 / -
16/3 
6/-
7/6 
3/6 
"^32,870 
73,700 
54,400 
32,090 
2^,552 
8,000 
640 
> 5 
:0 
'^12,000 
S T A F F E M P L O Y E D . 
C! tu 
.g 
5J u 
pq 
9 
4 , 35 
36 
16 
2 10 
I 3 
F E N C I N G (Netting.] 
W 
330 
1,012 
o £ o u flW 
o s 
" gPQ Si S w 
60 
251 • 14 
803 i 230 567 
800 i 84 160 
260 
127 37 
N E T T I N G . 
Supplied by 
Government. 
403 
964 
275 
145 
)20 
760 
340 
1,100 
1,700 
Purchased. 
150 
4 460 
11 1,408 
Comparative Statement of Public Money Expended in connection with the 
Rabbit Question in the different Colonies. 
COLONY. 
V I C T O R I A 
S O U T H A U S T R A L I A ' 
N E W S O U T H W A L E S 
Q U E E N S L A N D 
PERIOD. 
F r o m 1879 
T o 1889 
From 1884 
T o 1888 
From 1883 
T o 1890 
F r o m 1886 
T o 1896 
YEARS. 
l o years 
5 years 
years 
10 years 
PUBLIC MONEY 
SPENT. 
/ i 6 9 , I 3 2 O O 
/ 5 0 2 , I 7 4 o o 
/ 8 3 I , 4 5 7 O O 
^253,925 13 5 
RESULT. 
Increase of the pest—38,000,000 acres 
infested. 
( N i l — P e s t increased—Government efforts 
i abandoned. 
^ Enormous increase of the pest—7,000,000 
) acres abandoned—Pastoral industry in 
( certain distiicts ruined. 
6,000 miles of netting fencing erected— 
Infested districts fenced off, and clean 
country protected by a network of fences. 
C H A P T E R IV. 
" T H E R A B B I T B O A R D S ' A C T IJ 
£ 5 0 , 0 0 0 voted 
to supply . 1 1 • 1 • 1 • 
netting under tant changcs in rabbit legislation, 
sec. 14 Act 95. • t A r 
already referred to in the Act 01 
Regulations 
to elections. 
Duration of 
the Act. 
The session of 1896 brought about impor-
The defect 
1895 was 
remedied, and ;^5o,ooo was voted for the 
purchase of netting to supply to lessees of 
Crown lands applying under section 14 of that 
Act. The Minister for Lands (the Kon. J . F. G. 
Foxton) also presented to the House The 
Rabbit Boards' Act of 1896, by which the Acts 
of 189 1 , 1894, and 1895 were repealed and 
re-enacted with amendments. The Act of 
1885, being a permanent Act , was not touched, 
and will remain on the Statute Book until 
repealed. 
The Bill presented by the Minister was 
passed almost as presented, some few alter-
ations and amendments beingintroduced, chiefly 
by theMinisterhimself. The consolidation of the 
Acts of 189 1 , 1894, and 1895 was very ably 
carried out, and the cumbrous regulations con-
cerning elections, which disfigured the Act of 
1895, were relegated to a schedule at the end, 
which method is certainly better, and makes 
reference far easier. The Act is to remain in force 
until the end of the next session of Parliament, 
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after the end of 1902. The establishment, con- CentraiBoard. 
stitution, and endowment of the Central Board 
were not altered, neither were the provisions for 
the application of its funds. Provision was 
made for uniting two or more districts, f o r ^^^eration of 
. . . , district 
dividing a district, or for altering its boundaries boundaries, 
by including part of another district and vice 
uersa^ also for apportioning the assets and 
liabilities of such districts between themselves. 
The regulations as to voting were not altered, 
except that a clause was added to the effect 
that " all runs in a district belonging to the 
same owner, which are managed or worked as 
one holding or station, shall be deemed to 
constitute one run," The reason of this 
addition being that, in certain cases where an 
owner had a leasehold, a grazing right over the 
resumption, and an occupation license, a claim 
had been made for votes for each, such owner 
obtaining nine votes instead of the three to 
which he was entitled. The addition improves 
the conditions of voting but does not go far 
enough. Take the case of a Company owning 
eight runs worked separately, and returning a 
gross total of 1,000,000 sheep : it would be 
entitled to nine votes, while the same number 
of individually owned runs returning 25,000 
sheep each, or a gross total of 200,000, and 
contributing only one-fifth the amount the 
Company pays to the revenue of the Board of 
the district, would be entitled to 24 votes. Or 
40 runs returning 25,000 sheep each, a gross 
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vacate office. 
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total of 1,000,000, and contributing the same 
amount to the revenue of the Board of the 
district as the Company, would be entitled to-
120 votes. It can easily be seen that such a 
state of things means practically the disfran-
chisement of that part of a district in which the 
Company's runs are situated. In the event of a 
question arising—as may very easily happen-—in 
which the interests of different portions of the 
district were conflicting, the Maranoa Board 
suggested that the limitation of voting power 
should be the same as in The Marsupials 
Destruction Act, but the suggestion was not 
adopted. 
Clause 17 provides for the circumstances 
under which a member of a Rabbit Board shall 
vacate office, and enacts that absence from 
two consecutive meetings, without the leave of 
the Board, shall cause the loss of his seat. 
The provisions relating to the creating of 
Boards' funds, loans to Boards, and application 
of the funds were not altered. 
An important amendment was introduced in 
the clauses relating to the powers of Boards in 
relation to rabbit-proof fencing. Whereas, 
under the Act of 1895, owners of runs within a 
group, on whose boundaries or through whose 
runs a fence had been put up, had to collect 
the shares of the cost of the erection of the 
fence to carry the netting, after the shares had 
been apportioned by the Rabbit Board of the 
district; the 1896 Act threw the onus of 
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recovering the cost of a fence on to the shoulders 
-of the Board. This made the Act workable 
where before it was unworkable. 
Shares of the cost of erecting a fence to 
•carry netting were made payable by all runs 
within the group, and by all runs protected by 
it, in proportion to their available area, but 
owing to the size of the groups, and the small 
amounts expended by some owners in putting 
their fences in a fit state to carry netting, it 
was practically impossible, under the Acts 
1894-5 , to apportion all these shares. T a k e 
the last line completed by the Maranoa 
Rabbit Board : the "protected a r e a " as 
•determined by the Board consisted of an 
area of 25,000 square miles, within which are 
1 7 5 runs (within the meaning of the Act) , 
ranging in area from one to 1 ,059 square miles. 
The amounts expended by lessees along the 
line, in preparing their fences for netting, ran 
from ^ 1 0 to ;^300. When it is remembered 
that only one-half of these sums was recover-
able from runs within this protected area (the 
other half being due by owners within the 
^roup), it will be seen how difficult, or rather 
impossible, it was, in many cases, to apportion 
.and collect the shares. 
The 1896 Act vastly simplified the matter. 
A Board repays to owners the amounts ex-
pended in the erection of fences to carry netting, 
or in the repairs of the same, and apportions 
shares on the total amount so disbursed. 
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An apparent anomaly in the 1896 A c t h a s 
existed in every measure passed since 1891^ 
and hes in the fact that, while one-half of the 
cost of a fence to carry netting has to be borne 
by those protected by it, the other half has to b e 
borne by those within the group. 
But w h y ? It is obviously fair that those 
protected by a fence should contribute towards 
the cost of its erection, and also that owners on 
the infested side, who obtain a substantial 
boundary fence at a nominal cost, should also 
be responsible. But why should other owners 
within the group, who derive not only no benefit 
whatever, but actual harm from a fence, b e 
made to pay as much towards its cost as t h o s e 
who are protected by it ? Actual ly those with-
in the group have to contribute far more than 
those protected, because the area in the latter 
case is far larger than in the former. 
A suggestion was sent down by the Maranoa 
Board that the cost of a fence should be borne, 
one-third by owners along whose boundaries a 
line passes, and two-thirds by all owners pro-
tected, including those along whose boundaries 
or through w^hose runs the line runs, in proportion 
to the available area of their respective runs. 
It is to be regretted that the suggestion was 
not adopted. 
Another suggestion, sent down by the s a m e 
Board, but not adopted, was to the effect that 
provision should be made for the cost of erect-
i n g barrier or point to point fences. In support 
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of this suggestion the following reasons were 
advanced :—A Board is empowered by the Act 
to enter upon any land, to erect, alter, or repair 
a fence, to improve an existing fence, or to affix 
wire netting or other appliances to an existing 
fence, hut at its own expense, unless an order 
is first made that a run, or group of runs, or 
some specified area, shall be enclosed by a 
fence upon the outside boundaries of such run, 
or group of runs, or area, when it is provided,, 
as already pointed out, that the cost shall be 
divided between runs within the group and 
protected. 
Yet, taking into consideration—-(i) the fact 
that the southern boundary of the colony was 
already netting-fenced when the Boards com-
menced work, (2) the geographical position of 
the Boards' districts with regard to one another, 
(3) the lines of fencing erected by the Boards 
since iheir inception, and (4) the fencing 
erected by lessees under The Pastoral Leases 
Extension Acts, it can be seen that it would 
often be more beneficial to the district and to 
the colony generally to run a point to point 
barrier fence than to enclose a group. 
It may be argued that the Act empowers a 
Board to run a line anywhere. Quite so, but at 
its own expense ; and the Rabbit Boards have 
not sufficiently large incomes to expend money 
on the erection of fences to carry netting when 
they can avoid doing so. 
In the case of a Board starting work, its first 
6o 
Encourage-
ment of 
rabbit-proof 
fencing. 
duty would obviously be to guard its district 
from the danger of incursion from the west or 
south by the erection of barrier fences, rather 
than to enclose groups. Surely those pro-
tected by those barrier fences should be liable 
to contribute to the cost of them. 
No alteration or addition was made to the 
clauses relating to destruction; but notable 
improvements were introduced in those relating 
to the encouragement of rabbit-proof fencing 
by owners of runs. Instead of empowering a 
Board to grant netting upon application to an 
owner forthe purpose of erecting the sameonany 
boundary fence (as under the Act of 1895) , 
the Act of 1896 provides that application shall 
be made to the Board of the district, and that 
the Board shall give notice thereof to the 
Minister, with such information and recom-
mendations as the Minister may desire, and 
that the Minister may provide the netting or 
other appliances out of any moneys appro-
priated by Parliament for the purpose. Before 
such netting or other appliances are provided, 
an owner applying must execute a charge upon 
his estate or interest in the run, to secure to 
the Minister payment equal to interest at the 
rate of five pounds per centum per annum 
upon the cost thereof, delivered at the nearest 
railway station. The Board of the district in 
which the run is situated is entitled to 
receive from the Minister all moneys in respect 
of such annual payments in lieu of assessment 
6i 
on stock, from payment of which the owner of 
the run shall be exempt. 
Clause 49 contains perhaps the most im-
portant amendment in the Act. By this, instead 
of providing netting or other appliances, the 
Minister may authorise an owner to obtain such 
material himself on his own account, and may 
repay him the cost thereof, provided the nature 
and quality of both are approved by the Min-
ister, and that the price does not exceed that 
fixed by him. 
A charge upon the owners' estate or interest 
in the run, securing payment to the Minister of 
a sum equal to interest at the rate of five 
per cent, per annum upon the outlay, has to be 
executed as in the case of netting supplied by 
the Minister. 
Several additions are made to the clauses offences and 
relating to offences and penalties. A penalty is 
provided for any member ol a Board continu-
ing to act after he has become disqualified. 
With regard to cutting, breaking, or injuring 
fences, or leaving gates open, the words "under 
the control or supervision of the Board " (which 
showed in the Act of 1895) ^^^ deleted; and 
it is now a penal matter to damage any rabbit-
proof fence, or to leave open a gate in any 
rabbit-proof fence, whether under the control 
or supervision of a Rabbit Board or not. 
Any person "causing cattle or sheep to be 
"confined, encamped, or shut in against any 
rabbit-proof fence so as necessarily to be or 
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" remain in close proximity thereto," is liable to 
a penalty not exceeding £200. 
Any person may lay an information, or pro-
secute for breaches of the Act. 
Notice of jj^ t:he second schedule to the Act, the time 
Foiling Day. 
between the day of nomination of candidates 
for membership of a Board, and that on 
which the poll shall be taken, is extended to 
"not less than 20 nor more than 40 days."' 
This was found necessary owing to the size of the 
districts, which rendered it impossible, in some 
cases, for rate payers to get their voting papers, 
and return them, wnthin the 30 days provided in-
the 1895 Act. 
National tax. It was hoped that 1896 would see the rabbit 
tax made national, but it was not to be. The 
arguments in favor of this have been so often 
published that it is useless to recapitulate them 
here. It certainly seems hard that the w^hole 
burden of guarding the colony from a great 
national danger should fall on those who derive 
the least benefit from any work undertaken. 
The thousands of miles of fencing erected in 
the south-west corner of the colony cannot pro-
tect the runs in that neighbourhood, as they 
have the rabbits ; but every mile of fencing is a 
protection to the clean country outside the rabbit 
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districts. Of course, the netting and the 
endowment of the Central Board are paid for out 
of the consolidated revenue—the tax is so far 
national; but that simply means that the people 
within the rabbit districts are taxed twice over. 
Altogether The Rabbit Boards Act of 1896 
w a^s a very carefully drafted consolidating and 
amending measure, by which most of the im-
perfections or defects of previous Bills were 
amended or removed, and the thanks of all 
affected by the Rabbit Question are due to the 
Minister, who can have spared neither time nor 
trouble, but must, as was pointed out during 
the second reading, have personally and care-
fully considered every suggestion sent down by 
the Boards, and by those interested. That 
these suggestions w e^re not a few may easily be 
imagined. 
During 1807 the Boards continued steadily 1897- Work 
, , of Boards. 
pushing on their fencing. The following table 
shows the assessments struck, amounts 
collected, refunds from the Central Board' 
netting supplied and purchased, erected, and 
in course of erection, and staf^ employed by the 
various Boards on the 30th June :•— 
(For Table referred to see next page.) 
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MITCHELL. GREGORY 1 WARREGO. LEKIHHARDT. MARANOA. 
No. of Rates 
struck 10 7 10 6 8 
Totallingper 
200 cattle & 
100 sheep 
Amount 
16/9 19/6 25/- 9/6 18/9 
Collected /93.S70 ^33,385 /64,8IO / I 9 , 6 6 2 /36,OO2 
Amount 
Borrowed Nil. jT 12,000 ^19,832 Nil. Nil. 
Refunds 
from Cen-
tral Board ^4,096 / 3 3 6 / I I , 1 5 3 Nil. / 2 , 8 8 I 
Netting 
Supplied I , 0 I 2 M . 403 M. 1 ,021 M. 326 M. 861 M. 
Netting 
Purchased I 4 2 M . Nil. 4 M . 20 M. 92 M. 
Netting 
Erected I,20OM. 
1 
353 M. 890 M. 330 M . , 865 M. 
In course of 
Erection 200 M. 24 M. Nil. 16 M. 30 M. 
S T A F F . — 
Superinten-
dent I I I Ni l . Nil. 
Clerk I I I I I 
Inspectors... Nil. I Nil. I 2 
Overseers ... 4 Nil. 5 I I 
Boundary 
Riders 45 10 47 1 1 21 
Poisoners 
and 
Trappers 2 I ; Nil. Nil. 4 
Draymen .. 3 2 Nil. Nil. Nil. 
65 
The information necessary to complete the 
preceding table was not obtainable from the 
Darling Downs and Caernarvon Boards. 
On comparing the table with that for 1896 
it is interesting to note how the permanent 
staff increases as the fences increase. 
In August, 1897, ^ conference of delegates 
from the various Boards was held in the 
Minister's room in Brisbane. The conference 
was originally summoned to consider the 
question of the alteration of district bound-
aries, but, at the desire of the Minister, 
suggestions for amendments to The Rabbit 
Boards Act were also considered. The follow-
ing were some of the suggestions brought 
forward : — 
(1) That the rabbit tax should be made a 
national one.—^The reasons advanced 
will be given hereafter. 
(2) That run holders on the protected side 
of a fence should be called upon to 
put such fence in order for netting, 
instead of those within the group.— 
It seems manifestly unfair to ask a 
man to prepare a fence to be netted 
to keep the rabbits on his run. 
(3) That the cost of a fence to carry net-
ting should be borne—one-sixth by the 
owners of runs on the infested side of 
a fence, along whose boundaries or 
through whose runs the fence would 
pass; one-sixth by the like owners on 
the protected side; and the remaining 
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two-thirds by the owners of all the 
runs on the protected side, including 
those along the boundaries of which, 
or through which the fence would 
pass.—The reasons for this have 
already been shown in this chapter. 
(4) That provision should be made for 
point to point fences.—This also has 
already been explained. 
(5) That the money which has been ex-
pended by the Boards in the purchase 
of netting to meet the cases of 
emergency should be refunded. 
These suggestions were well received, and 
strong hopes were held out that, in the case of 
some of them, at any rate, the necessary amend-
ments would be made in the Act. 
No Bill touching the rabbit question was 
brought before the House in the 1897 session, 
but, as a Bill to " amend and extend the oper-
ations of The Rabbit Boards Act" will be 
introduced this session, hopes are entertained 
that this year will see these changes effected. 
Applications'^  DuHng 189) and 1898 numerous applications 
under secr46, for netting were forwarded by the Rabbit 
Boards to the Mmister, from those wishing to 
avail themselves of the provisions of section 46 
of The Rabbit Boards Act of 1896. When 
once the charges were signed, very little delay 
occurred in obtaining the netting, and it is 
difficult to imagine a provision which would 
have been so widely taken advantage of, or 
which would be likely to be of such permanent 
benefit to the colony. 
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The following are the total amounts applied 
for through the Boards : — 
Through the Mitchell Board ... 
Through the Warrego Board ... 
Through the Leichhardt Board 
Through the Gregory North Board 
Through the Maranoa Board ... 
Miles. 
807 
1,500 
70 
o 
ch. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1,039 75 
Total ... 3,416 75 
Of this, a large proportion has been supplied 
and erected, though it is impossible to say 
how much. Applications for more are still 
coming in. 
The following table shews the amount of 
fencing erected by the Boards during the year 
1897, and the total erected by them to the 
3 1 s t December of the same year. 
T^  . o ^ Total to SI St 
During 1897. December, ^1897. 
M. ch. 
368 o 
176 49 
870 50 
Leichhardt 
Darling Downs 
Maranoa 
Warrego 
Mitchell 
Gregory North 
Caernarvon 
M. ch. 
50 o 
2*7 72 
60 o 
243 72 
190 51 
Nil 
Nil 
880 o 
1,269 51 
345 o 
Nil 
572 35 3,909 70 
A considerable amount more fencmg is in Netting 
. . erected. 
course ol erection. 
The netting, then, erected in Southern 
Queensland up to 3 1 s t December, 1897, ^^  ^^ 
follows : — 
By the Boards ... ... 3,909 70 
By the Government ... 697 o 
By Lessees under The Pas-
toral Leases Extension 
Act ... approximately 3,000 o 
Total 7,606 
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If we add the 3 ,416 miles 75 chains applied 
for by lessees through the Rabbit Boards, under 
section 46 of The Rabbit Boards Act, a con-
siderable portion of which (as has been pointed 
out) is erected, it may be said that 1 1 ,023 miles 
65 chains of rabbit-proof fencing have been 
erected in Southern Queensland. 
Government this connection, it may be as well to notice 
Inspectors. _ 
a matter which was referred to by Mr. A. 
L. Gillespie, the Chairman of the Maranoa 
Rabbit Board, in his annual report for 1898^ 
and that is, that the Government inspectors^ 
among their other duties, are supposed to see 
that this netting is maintained in good order,— 
in the case of lessees who have taken advantage 
of the provisions of The Pastoral Leases 
Extension Act, to see that the terms on which 
they obtained an extension of their leases are 
observed. The Land Board, in their circular 
letter of advice to lessees coming under this 
Act, recommend owners to have their fences 
inspected by a Government inspector before 
attaching the netting, and naturally, for their 
own protection, they do, and will do so. -rAgain,. 
the netting when attached, has to be inspected 
and passed before a certificate that the con-
ditions have been complied with is granted. 
Until this is granted lessees have to continue 
paying^ assessment to the Rabbit Boards. 
For all this work there are only two inspectors, 
and there is often great delay in inspecting and 
passing fences—delay which is unavoidable. 
SUMMARY.—The following Table shews the dates on which the various Boards were proclaimed, the 
amounts raised by Assessment in 1897, and the total raised to the 31st December, 1897, also the 
value of Netting supplied during 1897, and up to the 31st December, 1897. 
B O A R D . Proclaimed. 
j 
Assessments 
Collected during 1897. 
Value of 
Netting 
! Supplied during 1897. 
Total Assessment 
Collected to 
31st December, 1897. 
Value of Netting 
Supplied to 
31st December, 1897. 
C A E R N A R V O N ... 30th May, 1894 £ 197 9 8 / 0 0 1 j 0 £ 9 3 3 6 4 £ 0 0 0 
D A R L I N G D O W N S 5th January, 1893 
1 
1 , 7 9 4 s 0 3 0 5 7 8 10,900 0 10 4,029 16 9 
L E I C H H A R D T loth November, 1892 5 ) ^ 7 5 0 9 1 , 2 1 2 I 7 21,567 10 8 9,659 12 9 
G R E G O R Y N O R T H 7th January, 1892 1 , 9 6 3 7 10 0 0 0 35 , 120 13 0 11,255 I 10 
M I T C H E L L 7th January, 1892 9, 130 0 9 2,552 10 r' 9 5 , 7 5 7 I I 10 3 7 , 1 0 8 0 9 
W A R R E G O 7th January, 1892 8,059 18 8 7,802 6 I 68,078 2 8 39,496 6 7 
M A R A N O A 7th January, ]892 6,421 4 ^ 242 12 I I 39,070 7 11 i 23,884 I 6 
TOTALS ^ ' 3 3 , 4 4 1 r- I i 1 2 , 1 1 4 1 18 8 / 2 7 I , 4 2 7 13 3 t / 1 2 5 433 1 
0 2 
Netting supplied to all the Boards in 1897, 398 miles. 
Total Netting supplied, 4,316^ miles, 
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T h a t ample fencing has been, and is being 
•erected to protect the clean portion of the 
colony, there can be no doubt. If fencing can 
save it it is saved. But more than fencing is 
w a n t e d , — a systematic scheme of destruction, 
properly carried out within the infested districts. 
In a following chapter I will compare the state 
of Queensland now, with what it was in 1889, 
from which a sure forecast can be made as to 
what it will be in 1908 (or before), unless 
patriotic outweigh personal considerations ; 
unless those who are not afflicted with the pest 
•can be made to recognise that it is better to 
pay £ \ o now for prevention than £100 here-
after for cure ; unless the wretched " sufficient 
unto the d a y " policy is a b a n d o n e d ; unless, 
in a word, money is spent on destruction within 
the infested areas, and that with no niggard 
hand. 
C H A P T E R V. 
' ' T H E P A S T O R A L L E A S E S E X T E N S I O N A C T . " 
As already pointed out, The Pastoral Leases Pastoral Leases 
Extension Act of 1802 appears to have been the Extension Act 
• -1 f u • u u u 
outcome, primarily, or the trip through the 
infested districts of New South Wales, made 
by Mr. Keith, the special correspondent of the 
Brisbane Courier-^ and, secondarily, the special 
meeting of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, 
held on the 12th of October of that year, and 
of the deputation to the Premier immediately 
following. If so, the colony owes a debt of 
gratitude to the Courier, to Mr. Keith, and to 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
The Act was " to authorise the extension of 
the terms of the leases of holdings and runs 
" i n certain parts of the colony on condition of 
" improvements being made thereon to prevent 
" t h e incursion of rabbits," and the preamble 
set forth that whereas the southern and western 
parts of the colony were in danger of an incur-
sion of rabbits, it was desirable to encourage 
the lessees of Crown Lands in these parts to 
make improvements by way of fencing in such 
a manner as to reduce the risk of such incursion. 
The Act applied only to holdings south of a 
line commencing at a point on the 150° of east 
longitude, lOo miles distant from the southerir 
boundary of the colony, and running thence 
west, generally parallel to the southern border -
and provided that any owner who had erected 
a fence of such a nature as to prevent the 
passage of rabbits, before the ist of January , 
1894, upon the external boundaries of his run, 
should be entitled to a seven years' extension 
of his lease ; and provided further that in the 
event of an owner not having completed the 
whole of the fencing of his external boundaries 
by that date, if he could prove to the satisfac-
tion of the Land Board that he had used all 
reasonable efforts to do so, and had completed 
the fencing of his northern boundary, he might 
be granted an extended period not exceeding 
one year within which to complete. T h e 
extended lease was to be forfeited if the fence 
once erected was suffered to fall into disrepair. 
Grazing farms upon the same conditions were 
to be granted a five years' extension, and it was 
to be a condition that any grazing farm taken 
up within the scheduled area after the ist of 
November, 1892, should be fenced with rabbit-
proof netting. 
An owner taking advantage of a fence erected 
by a Rabbit Board or by the Government was 
to be liable to the latter for 5 % per annum upon 
the cost of the netting. 
An owner having obtained a certificate of 
extension of lease was to be exempt from pay-
ment of assessment to the Rabbit Board of the-
district. 
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The Act of 1892 was thought to press very 
lieavily upon grazing farmers within the 
scheduled area in the increased cost of fencing, 
and it was amended in 1894, when the date by 
which boundaries had to be fenced was altered 
to the 30th of June, 1895 ; and the Land Board 
was empowered to grant a special license ena-
bling two or more contiguous grazing farms, not 
exceeding four, to fence the external boundaries 
of the whole area comprising such farms. 
The Act was again amended in 1895, 
when the provisions of the principal and amend-
ing Acts were made to apply to any holding 
within a rabbit district. The time within which 
proof of the erection of a rabbit-proof fence 
must be made to the Land Board was extended 
to the 3 1 s t of December, 1897, and in the event 
of an owner proving that he had been unable to 
complete his fence, but had used all reasonable 
efforts, and had completed the fencing of his 
west and southern boundaries, the time might be 
extended for a further period not exceeding one 
year. The extended lease of a grazing farm 
taken up under the Act of 1894 was to be four 
years. The area of a group of grazing farms 
was not to exceed 100 square miles. 
In i8q7 the Act was arain amended. The 
, ® . Act of 1897. 
4th and 5th sections of the Act of 1892, provid-
ing the terms upon which the extension of a 
lease could be obtained, were added to, render-
ing it unnecessary to erect a fence upon any 
iDOundary which, in the opinion of the Land 
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Board, is formed by a natural feature of such a 
character as to prevent the passage of rabbits. 
An addition to the 6th section of the A c t of 
1892 renders it unnecessary to fence the exact 
external boundaries of a run if, in the opinion of 
the Board, the fence follows those boundaries 
as closely as c ircumstances will reasonably 
permit; provided also that it shall not be neces-
sary to erect the fence upon any boundary 
which, in the opinion of the Board, is formed of 
a natural feature of such a character as t o 
prevent the passage of rabbits. 
T h e 4th section of the A c t of 1897 em-
powers the Minister to exempt any graz ing 
farm (whether selected before or after the pas-
sing of this A c t ) from the netting conditions. 
T h e 5th section of the amending A c t of 
1895, which provided that the lessee of any run 
shall not be entitled to recover the cost of any 
wire netting and affixing thereof, from the owner 
of an adjoining run unless and until such ad-
joining run has been enclosed with a fence of 
such a description as to prevent the passage of 
rabbits, was repealed, and a proviso was 
added to the 4th section of the A c t of 1894^ 
sett ing forth that the lessee of any run shall 
not be entitled to recover the cost of any wire 
netting forming part ol a fence, or the cost of 
affixing the same, from the holder of an adjoin-
ing run, unless and until such adjoining run has 
been enclosed with a fence of such a descriptiorr 
as to prevent the passage of rabbits ; but half 
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the cost thereof may be recovered within six 
months after such adjoining run has been so 
enclosed. 
The time within which proof may be made 
by a lessee of the erection of such a fence as 
to entitle him to an extension of the term of his 
lease, or of having used all reasonable endea-
vours to erect such fence, was extended to the 
3 1s t December, 1898. 
The Pastoral Leases Extension Acts have Runs which 
proved of incalculable benefit to the colony, advantage of 
and the following runs have taken advantage 
of the provisions :— 
In the Warrego Rabbit District— 
Weelarnurra, Caiwarro, Cunnamulla 
Widgeegoara, Coongoola, Noorama 
Tinenburra, Thurulgoona, Comongin 
South, Yarmouth, Spring Grove 
Emerald,Tilbooroo, Beechal, Ardoch 
and others. 
In the Maranoa Rabbit District— 
Bindebango, Fernlee, Coomburrah, 
Woolerina, Welltown, Winton, Bun-
daleer, Cubbie, Noondoo, Currawil-
inghi, Brenda, Moorindoorah, Yancho 
N., Glenearn, and others. Bullamon-
Doondi, Gulnarber, Gnoolooma, Caw -^
ildi, Boah, Whyenbah, Weribone, 
Warkon, Murilla, and others, are 
also completing their conditions for 
the purpose of taking advantage of 
the Act, 
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Approximately, 3,000 miles of rabbit-proof 
fencing have been erected by lessees. What 
the effect of these Acts, taken in conjunction 
with the provisions in the Rabbit Acts relating 
to the supplying of netting to owners, upon 
application, will be, may be judged from the 
fact that the applications received by the 
Rabbit Boards amount to nearly 4,000 miles. 
When all this netting is erected, as it shortly 
will be, the southern portion of the colony will 
be crossed and recrossed by wire netting fences; 
it will be divided into innumerable comparatively 
small paddocks, the clean country to the north 
and east of the colony will be saved from all 
danger of the plague, and the question of keep-
ing the rabbit in check in Queensland will be 
within measurable distance, provided funds for 
destruction are available, and the fences 
are maintained in proper order. 
CHAPTER VI. 
T H E R A B B I T AS AN A R T I C L E OF COMMERCE . 
This traffic is forbidden in Queensland, and^^abbkas 
_ an article or 
a heavy penalty attaches to the keeping of commerce, 
rabbits, alive or dead, or the skins or carcases 
of the same, the idea being that any attempt 
to utilise the pest would further the continuance 
of it. In the Southern colonies, where a 
desultory trade in rabbits is kept up, there is 
•considerable diversity of opinion on the subject, 
the majority appear ng to consider that the 
rabbit is a fixture, but that it should be made 
to contribute, as far as possible, to its own 
destruction. On the other hand, the opinion 
is very freely expressed in Victoria, that " Rabbit 
Factories" as they are termed, are the curse 
of the country. It is said that tracts of country 
.are leased by the Companies, who put on their 
own trappers to catch for the works. These 
men are knocked off during the breeding season, 
and at any time shooting on the properties is 
forbidden, so that actually these tracts are 
breeding grounds, which the periodical thinning 
out keeps well stocked. The Companies too, 
it is said, do not buy from the adjoining land-
owners during the breeding season, so that in 
effect, the same state of things exists on the 
runs adjoining the works. 
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Mr. H. Woods (Under Secretary of the Mines 
Department of N. S. Wales) has of late years 
given the^matter much thought, and has com-
pleted an arrangement by which rabbits can be 
placed on the English and Continental markets 
at 6d. per head, and as the United Kingdom 
alone pays an annual bill of ;;^3oo,ooo for 
imported rabbits, it would seem that the trade 
in rabbits should be large and profitable, but it 
is not. 
With regard to skins, the prices realised in 
Melbourne and Sydney are up to is. yd. per 
dozen, and exceptionally large skins up to 7-'. 
and 8d. apiece. To get ready for market costs 
gd. per dozen, forwarding and commission id., 
which leaves a fair margin; but there is great 
risk in the trade, as skins are very liable to 
become damaged by weevils, unless washed 
with some arsenical composition, which renders 
them unsaleable. 
Mr. Robt. Hudson, who should speak with 
the voice of authority, is quite satisfied that 
there are fair prospects of clearing the country 
of the plague, and of making a profit out of the 
task—-only, it would have to be worked 
scientifically. He proposes to use the Watkin 
Wynne patent trap to catch his rabbits, then 
to disembowel them, load them in properly 
fitted light waggons, and run them to the 
nearest railway station, where a refrigerating 
car is to be in readiness. At least 500 are to 
be packed safely, and a temperature of 45° is 
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to be maintained until the freezing depot is 
reached, when they are to be placed on board 
the frozen meat steamers for shipment. Mr. 
Hudson has an order for 10,000 rabbits weekly, 
but the price is so small that it would require 
systematic working to yield a profit. 
For districts remote from the railway, Mr. 
Hudson would have the rabbits conveyed ali\ e 
to the railway in specially fitted waggons with 
decks or shelves, the walls covered with netting. 
For districts still further remote, he would 
use his patent evaporator, and treat the rabbits 
to heat instead of cold—dry the flesh in fact, 
something after the manner in which fish is 
dried. He would treat the skins in the same 
manner, and pack both in bales, and ship. By 
this means both flesh and fur would be saved, 
and an undoubted profit made. 
Mr. Woods, a dealer in skins in Wilcannia, 
affirms that the trade in skins is not now 
profitable. Formerly he used to sell thousands, 
but now the price is too low. " Skins are quote d 
in Adelaide at 8d. a dozen, and I could not give 
6d. a dozen here." 
Rabbit freezing works are established at 
Narrandera, but the prospect is not regarded as 
satisfactory. " T h e y are apparently carried on 
" so le ly on account of the land holders of the 
" district, who have to pay all the charges of 
" slaughter, chilling, and export to London. 
" T h e y consider that, unless the Government 
" give some aid in the way of a small subsidy, 
8o 
this attempt to put down the pest by exporting 
" the rabbits cannot be continued." 
At the Sydney conference, the year before ast, 
the subject was fully discussed. One gentleman 
gave it as his opinion that if the State carried the 
rabbit free of charge on the railways to the 
port of shipment, and if the shippers reduced 
the freight to id. per pound, then profits would 
accrue. 
Altogether, the trade seems very limited, and 
of doubtful value—at any rate, only suitable to 
districts where rabbits are very thick, close to a 
railway line. These conditions do not obtain 
in Queensland, and it is to be hoped that they 
never will. 
C H A P T E R VI I . 
G E N E R A L SUMMARY , AND THE STATE OF QUEENSLAND 
AT THE PRESENT T I M E AS REGARDS THE RABB IT . 
Though, as has been shewn, Queensland is 
far better prepared to cope with the pest, a f t e r at the present 
years' work under the Boards, than the 
southern colonies were after the same period 
of active warfare; though the state of the in-
fested districts now is nothing like that in which 
those colonies found themselves ; though we 
hear of no squatters ruined, and of but little 
country abandoned owing to the depredations 
of the rabbit; and though a considerable portion 
of the colony may be said to be nearly safe 
from all fear of invasion, yet the danger is 
by no means entirely overcome as regards the 
whole colony, and, as regards the infested dis-
tricts, is greater than it ever was. The colony 
is in a state to successfully cope with the pest 
if proper measures are taken, and that is all. 
At the present time Queensland has three 
parallel lines of defence between the heavily in-
fested New South Wales and South Australian 
country and her own uninfested districts, in 
addition to which she has these two belts within 
the parallels, crossed and recrossed by 
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numerous north and south fences, forming 
enclosed paddocks, which paddocks are again 
subdivided into smaller paddocks by netting 
fences erected by lessees under the provisions 
of the Pastoral Leases Extension and Rabbit 
Boards Acts. 
Thousands of miles of netting have been 
erected in Southern Queensland, and every mile 
is of incalculable benefit to the colony—so 
much so that the inhabitants of the Darling 
Downs and of the northern portion of the colony 
may congratulate themselves on being safe from 
any danger of invasion, provided the works of 
defence which have been carried out in the 
south are not allowed to suffer from lack of 
proper maintenance, and provided such works 
of defence are now supplemented by work of 
offence in the shape of an active crusade 
against the pest in the infested districts. 
How has this comparative safety of the unin-
fested portion of the colony been obtained ? 
Solely by the patriotism of runholders within 
the rabbit districts (I speak more particularly 
of the Warrego and Maranoa districts) in 
heavily taxing themselves, not for their own 
benefit, but for the protection of their neigh-
bours and the colony generally. For, within 
the southern districts, the fences erected have 
been no advantage whatever to owners in those 
districts, but rather the reverse, in that the 
rabbits have been thrown back on their runs 
and kept there to breed up unless destroyed. 
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It will be argued that the enclosure of the 
pest in comparatively small areas has rendered 
its destruction easier. So it has, but the 
expenses a t tached to net t ing fencing are so 
great that it has not been possible to devote 
much money to destruction, and the enclosure 
of the rabbits in small areas has increased their 
numbers on those areas one hundred—aye, one 
thousand-fold ! 
T h e owners in the rabbit districts earnestly Southern 
. ^ , , . . run holders 
pray tha t the question or rabbit prevention and pray for a 
, . . National 
destruction may be made a national one, and Rabbit Tax. 
that every one who has a s take in the country 
shall contribute towards the protection of the 
colony from a national danger. It is said that 
the question is a national one, in so far as the 
cost of the net t ing supplied by the Government 
and the endowment of the Central Board are 
concerned. So it is; but take the position of 
runholders in the Warrego and Maranoa Rabbi t 
Districts, these unfortunate people have the 
rabbit with them always (I will shew later on 
what this means) , they are taxed to pay for the 
net t ing and the endowment to the Central 
Board, they tax themselves heavily to erect 
the nett ing, they have to pay for the fences to 
carry the nett ing, and when the net t ing fences 
are completed they have to tax themselves to 
maintain them in order, and (if there is any 
money left) to save their own runs by destroy-
ing the pest . All this, be it remembered, not 
for their own benefit (except in so far as the 
Deslruction. 
Sceptics. 
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destruction goes), but for the benefit of those 
who have not even the first of the evils with 
which they are afflicted—the rabbit. 
Just now the ail important question in the 
infested districts is destruction. The country^ 
as has been said, is divided into comparatively 
small netted-in areas; and, taking into consider-
ation also the favorable season, (fordestruction), 
neither time, men, nor money should be spared 
in endeavouring to eradicate, or, at any rate, 
keep in check the pest. But where is the 
money to come from ? The Boards find the 
expenses of erecting fences and maintaining 
them in order so great that they cannot, out of 
their small incomes (diminished by the loss of 
revenue from runs which have taken advantage 
of the provisions of the Pastoral Leases Exten-
sion and Rabbit Acts) spare anything like 
adequate sums. 
Many people are sceptical as to the danger 
to be apprehended to Queensland, and even 
doubt whether there are any rabbits to speak of 
in the colony. This scepticism is fostered by 
the reports of some of the travelling public, to 
the effect that they have travelled vast distances 
through infested areas without seeing a rabbit, 
never thinking that a public highway is not 
where one would ordinarily look for the shyest 
of living creatures, and that the rattle of Cobb 
and Co. is enough to make even the boldest 
rabbit lie low. 
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Some public officers are not altogether free 
from blame in this matter of deceiving (for so 
only it can be called) the general public with 
regard to a grave danger. Remarks to the 
effect that members of the Rabbit Boards 
generally are fools, and that the rabbits des-
troyed by the officials of a Board have been 
brought into the colony by those officials, when 
uttered by a public servant who knows that 
what he is saying is not true (or should know 
if he doesn't) only excite contempt in the minds 
of men of experience in these matters ; but, at 
the same time, they obtain a certain amount of 
credence from those who do not know. 
I will endeavour, briefly, to shew that rabbits 
are present in Queensland in the Warrego and 
Maranoa Rabbit Districts in such numbers as 
to be a serious menace, not only to those two 
districts,but (in the event of any neglect in main-
taining the barrier fences) to the whole colony. 
First of all we will take the report of the trip Surveyor-
undertaken by the Surveyor-General, in June and report. 
Ju ly , 1895, through the Warrego District, which 
has already been referred to. He found exten-
sive, old established colonies at Lake Toomaroo 
—"undoubted traces of rabbits in large numbers 
"established permanently for some considerable 
" t i m e . " He saw scores of dead rabbits, and 
also strong, healthy, live ones. He considered 
the eradication of the pest at this place hope-
less. P>om the Lake to Dynevor Head Station 
G 
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rabbits were seen, and from there to Thargo-
mindah, and from Thargomindah to Pinidary 
Creek, " unmistakeable traces all the way , " 
Traces and live rabbits were seen all through 
the Grey Range and down Mooroola Creek 
to Orient Downs. From this place Mr. 
MacDowall proceeded to Bulloo Downs, 
and saw plenty of rabbits on the Bulloo 
R iver—as many as fifty in sight at one 
time. Below Bulloo Downs rabbits were very 
numerous, the bark and twigs having been 
eaten off the bushes to the height of 4 feet 8 
inches. All the way to Bulloo Lakes rabbits 
were very numerous, and, at the Lakes, as bad as 
in a " badly infested district in Tasmania . " 
From the Lakes , to east of Wompah traces were 
" v e r y numerous and long standing." The 
same conditions obtained for twenty miles east 
along the border. From Bulloo Downs south-
east to seventy miles west, and east of Hunger-
ford, rabbits were very numerous. In sum-
ming up, Mr. MacDowall found that rabbits 
had a good hold, and were firmly established 
in Queensland, " b e y o n d hope of eradication," 
from Dynevor Downs to the Grey Range, and 
southerly to the border fence, and easterly to 
Hungerford. He was of opinion that, with the 
aid of poison, however, the rabbits could be 
kept within reasonable bounds. 
The Maranoa At that time rabbits were known to be firmly 
1895. established in the Maranoa Rabbit District, in 
the south'West corner, that is, within an area 
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bounded by the Balonne River on the east, and 
by the St. George-Cunnamulla road on the 
north. Odd traces were spoken of north of this 
-again, but all to the west of the Balonne and 
Maranoa Rivers. Traces were also to be seen 
on the southern boundaries of the Leichhardt Leichhardt, 
• Mitchell , and 
and Mitchell districts, and they were known to (he^ ory n 
, I T - Districts ill 
exist in the Gregory North district. 1895. 
What do we find in 1808? In the Warres^o, Wan-ego 
^ ^ in 1898. 
where the Board has been unable to spare much 
money for destruction, for the causes mentioned 
before, and where the same reasons, combined 
with bad seasons, have prevented the lessees 
spending more than was absolutely necessary 
for the salvation of their runs, rabbits have 
increased one thousand fold. 
Evidence given in the recent Thargomindah, 1898, 
Norley, and Bulloo Downs appeal cases throws 
a lurid light on the state of that country as 
regards the pest. On Thargomindah (where 
rabbits were first seen in 1888), it was 
stated that they have eaten the young shrubs 
out, and barked the mulga, and are a serious 
menace to the country. Four poison carts, at 
a cost of ; ^ i 5 o per annum each, are kept going, 
but they are not nearly enough to keep the 
rabbits in check. The present owner stated 
that he would not take the country in its present 
state, unimproved, if it was offered him for 
nothing. He would not put any money into it 
a s the rabbits are. Yuleema, portions of Boorara, 
and a part of Bulloo Downs have been aban-
doned on account of them. It was estimated 
Inspector 
Mitchell's 
evidence. 
that Thargomindah has deteriorated fully 2 5 ^ 
through the pest, and that, if not kept down^ 
the run would be eaten out in two years. 
Rabbits are increasing rapidly. Elemia Station 
was thrown up by the late owners on account 
of them. 
The Rabbit Board Inspector aflBrmed that in 
the most heavily infested portion of the run 
rabbits had doubled in nu772her in the last twa 
or three months. It was estimated that it would 
take eight poison carts, constantlygoing, to keep 
the rabbits in check. 
Bulloo 
Downs. 
Mr. 
Woodbine's 
evidence. 
The case of Bulloo Downs is even worse. 
Sand hills, which used to grow herbage, were 
described as " barren heaps occupied by 
rabbits." They were said to be there in millions. 
Six poison carts are constantly employed. 
Mr. Woodbine, who gave expert evidence, 
stated that in places rabbits had affected the 
run to the extent of 5 0 ^ , and had affected the 
whole run to the extent of 2 5 ^ . It would be 
a considerable undertaking to deal with them. 
The check fences are a disadvantage, unless 
destruction is carried oUj as they keep the 
rabbits in, so that they breed up and eat every-
thing off the place. He estimated it would take 
twelve carts, at a cost of £ 2 ^ 0 0 per annum, to 
keep the rabbits in check. Even with these 
measures, he did not think the country would 
ever recover its original condition. 
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T h e reports from the B o a r d s shew that the 
p e s t is increasing all over the district, from 
the western to the eastern boundaries. 
Compare this with the reports from the same jjjgg'^ j^f^  
country in 1889 ( C h a p t e r I I I ) — " T w o rabbits 
killed on Boorara , six on Currawinnya, twenty-
one on Caiwarro ; total number destroyed on 
Norley, Thargomindah , Bulloo. and Orient 
Downs, 2 3 0 . " 
Now, as regfards the M a r a n o a District. In |^aranoa 
' » _ _ District la 
addit ion to the portion known to be infested in 
1895 , we now find, from the reports of the 
B o a r d ' s officials, that the pest has spread all 
over the district west of the Ba lonne ; and on 
the east side of the same river t races are found, 
and rabbits destroyed on both sides of the 
f e n c e running from the Balonne, north of S t . 
G e o r g e , into the Barwon. T h i s Board has 
a t t e m p t e d systemat ic destruction (as far as 
the limited funds at its disposal would allow) 
for the last eighteen months, the work being in 
•charge of Mr. O'Connel l , who was e n g a g e d 
principally owing to his long exper ience in 
s imilar work with the Victorian Vermin Des-
truction Department. 
At the commencement (with only one plant) i^'"-^ ^ i / O Connell s 
Mr. O'Connel l was much hampered by the opinion, 
diff iculty of locat ing the scattered colonies, 
lessees , in many cases , being firmly imbued 
with the ideas that they must keep the pre-
s e n c e of rabbits on their runs secret, and that 
there was no danger to be apprehended from a 
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few odd rabbits. H o w e v e r , now the w o r k i s 
g o i n g on sat i s fac tor i ly . For l o m o n t h s past^ 
two c o m p l e t e p lants (two car ts to a p lant) h a v e 
been e m p l o y e d , and four p lants for the last f o u r 
months . S i n c e the c o m m e n c e m e n t , over 30,000 
rabbits have been c o u n t e d and d e s t r o y e d 
about 25,000 trapped, and 5,000 poisoned. It 
is g e n e r a l l y c a l c u l a t e d that only from f ive to-
ten per cent , of those poisoned by p h o s p h o r u s 
are seen, the poison b e i n g so slow in its a c t i o n ; 
but, a l lowing that the 5,000 c o u n t e d r e p r e s e n t 
20 per cent , of the d e a t h s , it g i v e s a total of 
over 50,000 d e s t r o y e d by Mr . O ' C o n n e l l ' s 
g a n g s ; and this, be it r e m e m b e r e d , is only in a 
small portion of the district , that is the n o r t h -
ern part , w e s t of the B a l o n n e and M a r a n o a 
R i v e r s . T h e r e are no g a n g s e m p l o y e d by t h e 
B o a r d in the southern part , most of the s t a l i o n s 
there b e i n g net ted in, and d o i n g their o w n 
destruct ion. 
Mr . O ' C o n n e l l earnest ly a s k s for more m e n 
and plants , c a l c u l a t i n g that it will t a k e 1 2 
plants , with 50 men, to k e e p the rabbits in 
c h e c k in the northern division. H e is c o n f i d e n t 
that it will never be poss ib le to e r a d i c a t e t h e 
pest , but, a f t e r three y e a r s ' constant work with 
the a b o v e staff and plants , it m a y be p o s s i b l e 
to r e d u c e the staff for a t ime. 
Of course , the A c t provides that l e s s e e s w h o 
h a v e net ted in their runs c a n be m a d e t o 
destroy , but there are v a s t tracts , c o m p o s e d of 
runs, w h i c h h a v e not net ted in, and there a r e 
the reserves, where destruction must be carried 
on by the Boards, otherwise, as in the case of 
commons and vacant Crown lands in New 
South Wales, while lessees are destroying, 
these tracts will become breeding grounds 
which will nullify all their efforts. 
In his last report to the Maranoa Board, 
Mr. O'Connell says • 
" R a b b i t s are on almost all (probably all) • ' 
" stations in the noithern group, and owing , 
" the sameness of the country are much ^ 
" scattered, and, except on the Nebine stations, — 
" are not numerous, but must be said to be 
" numerous enough to attain to very large 
" numbers in the course of a very few years. 
In the recent appeals for reduction in rent of 
" Norley andThargomindah runs, in the Warrego 
" District, it was stated in evidence that from 
" lo to 12 men were employed in destruction 
" work, and that their efforts were almost use-
" less. Seing that the pest is so widespread in 
" this district, unless adequate means are taken 
" for its destruction, many stations will probably 
" be in as bad a condition as those mentioned 
" above. As a matter of fact , the rabbits are 
" as numerous on small portions of Murra 
" Murra and adjoining country as anywhere 
" else in the colonies, I would suggest the 
" advisableness of starting additional poisoning 
'' plants, similar to those now in use. A few 
" thousand pounds will suffice for the work now, 
" but, should it be neglected, it may prove a 
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" very serious matter, not only for this district, 
" but for the colony at large " 
Leichhardt, J n the Leichhardt and Mitchell Districts, 
Mitchell, and _ _ ' 
(xregoryN in rabbits do not seem to havs increased to any 
1898. . 
very g rea t extent, owing to the ef forts of those 
Boards , and of the B o a r d s and lessees to the 
south of them, neither do they seem to have 
increased to any very great extent in the 
Gregory North Board ' s country. 
Suppose it had been possible in 1 8 8 9 to 
persuade the people in Queensland that, from 
the slight indications reported from the Warrego 
District , rabbits would increase in that district 
in 10 years to the extent they have done, 
would there have been any difficulty in making 
their prevention and destruction a national 
question ? T h e erection of the barrier fence is in 
itself a sufficient answer tnat there would not. 
What have we now ? T h e W a r r e g o in a fair 
way to be completely eaten out, the Maranoa 
in an infinitely worse, and the Leichhardr , 
Mitchell , and Gregory North Distr icts in as bad 
a state, as regards the presence of rabbits, as 
was the Warrego in 1889. What will it be in 
1908 ? 
T h i n g s being so, does not the prayer of the 
run holders within the rabbit districts, par-
ticularly the infested districts, that the question 
of prevention and destruction shall be made 
national, seem, not only reasonable, but just ? 
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Briefly the case stands thus :—- Summary. 
(a) The runholders within the southern 
districts have their runs heavily in-
fested with rabbits. 
(h) The owners have, for a number of 
years, voluntarily taxed themselves 
heavily, to erect fences, which are a 
distinct disadvantage to themselves, 
while protecting the clean or un-
infested larger portion of the colony 
lying to the north and east. 
(c) Matters are now in such a state that, 
while the fencing is approaching com-
pletion, the rabbits are increasing, and 
the Boards find that the cost of main-
taining the fences is so great, and 
their incomes are so reduced, that they 
have not the funds to maintain the 
fences and carry on destruction as it 
must be carried on, if the rabbits are 
to be kept in check and prevented 
from increasing. 
(d) III this strait they ask that those whom 
they have taxed themselves to protect 
shall now aid them in their necessity, 
and shall help to avert what is bound 
to happen if help is not forthcoming;— 
the enormous increase of the pest 
within the infested districts, and ihe 
ruin of that country at all events. 
There is another aspect of the case which 
must not be lost sight of. The safety of the 
clean country depends on the proper main-
tenance of the netting fences. The salvation 
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of the infested country depends on destruction 
being properly carried out. It is impossible 
that both can be efficiently done with the funds 
at the disposal of the Boards. 
Surely it is not too much to expect that 
every one who has a stake in the country shall 
contribute to such an important work. 
There is a Bill " t o amend and extend the 
operations of The Rabbit Boards Act " to be 
presented to the House this session. That it 
may be recognised that the question of rabbit 
prevention and destruction is a national one, 
and that funds may be forthcoming to enable 
the work, which has been so well begun, to be 
carried to a successful issue, are the fervent 
prayers of many run holders. 
C H A P T E R VIII . 
M E T H O D S OF PRP:\ E N T I O N A N D D E S T R U C T I O N , W I T H P L A N S 
A N D S P E C I F I C A T I O N S , F E N C E S , G A T E S , F L O O D G A T E S . 
E T C . , A N D M E T H O D S OF M I X I N G POISONS A N D DIS-
T R I B U T I N G , E T C . 
It may be regarded as an axiom that it is 
useless to attempt to destroy rabbits unless 
they are first enclosed in comparatively small 
areas. So universally is this recognised that 
the Boards have, as yet, done very little in the 
way of destruction, utilising all, or nearly all, 
their funds in the speedy erection of fences, 
and in their maintenance when erected, owners 
of runs being encouraged to destroy. The 
Warrego Board supplies phosphorus and pollard 
to owners upon application, and the Maranoa 
Board has four poison plants at work. 
Wire netting is used to enclose the rabbit, size ° of mesh. 
and the width, mesh, and gauge now in favor are 
42 inches, inches, and i 7 inches respectively. 
This specification is the result of years of 
practical experience. Originally netting 48 
inches wide, 16 gauge, i J inches mesh, was 
used, sunk 9 inches in the ground (the border 
fence was so constructed), but it was found 
unnecessarily heavy and expensive. 
i f inches mesh has been used, but it is too 
large. It is frequently stated, even now, by 
those who do not know, the inches mesh is 
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too large. Only lately Mr. Pound succeeded 
in creating a mild scare in Brisbane by a state-
ment of the sort. inches mesh is quite 
small enough, and any one doubtful on the 
point should take a ride along the border fence; 
the state of the one side and the other would 
very soon convince him. The evidence of Mr. 
Taylor, officer in charge of the Rabbit Branch in 
Sydney, on this head, is worthy of note. Mr. 
Taylor reported on a report by Mr. Stanley, 
that rabbits could get through inches mesh 
with the greatest ease,—that he found rabbits at 
Randwick confined in a box covered with i f 
inches netting. Very small rabbits got through 
with considerable difficulty in one particular 
place. " I do not think much danger need be 
"apprehended of rabbits getting through i f 
" inches mesh, and certainly not any with 
"regard to netting inches in the mesh." 
Signed, Henry C. Taylor. 
A combination netting has now been invented, 
the lower part of which is i | inches mesh, 
the upper part inches mesli. It removes 
the objection to the use of i J inches netting— 
the price—and has been very favorably reported 
on. 
N. s. whales. In New South Wales all netting fences have 
specifications. i r n • - r • i 
to conform to the following specification by 
Act of Par l iament— 
Combination 
netting. 
Posts shall be of a thoroughly substantial 
and durable character, not less than 4 feet 
8 inches long, and shall be firmly set in the 
ground to a depth of not less than 22 inches. 
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The netting shall be securely fastened to 
the posts and rails, or posts and wire, with 
staples, or staples and binding wire, as may be 
necessary, and shall be sunk to a depth of not 
less than 6 inches perpendicularly in the ground. 
The fence and netting shall be sufficiently 
rigid to stand all ordinary wear and tear. 
All gateways or gates shall be such as are, 
in the opinion of the Board, thoroughly rabbit-
proof. 
The Queensland authorities are much more 
strict, and the specification by which the 
border fence was erected is a far more elaborate 
affair. 
B O R D E R F E N C E . 
Posts to be 6 feet long, sunk 2 feet in the 
ground, l o f e e t from centre to centre. 
Strainers to be 7 feet 8 inches long, not 
less than 10 inches in diameter at the small 
end, sunk 3 feet 6 inches in the ground. Every 
33rd post to be a strainer. 
Timber for posts : Gidya or mulga not less 
than 5 inches diameter at the small end, round 
beef wood, coolibah, blood wood, or box, not 
less than 6 inches diameter at the small end. 
Wires to be four in number. Gauge at 
the discretion of the inspector. 
T y i n g : Netting to be tied with 14 gauge 
tie-wire, one tie between each post, to the first 
and second wires, two ties to the third wire. 
Trench to be 9 inches deep. 
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Roads and crossings : Post and rail fence 
(morticed) to be erected for two chains on 
each side of a gateway, posts to be not less 
than 8 inches diameter at the small end, rails 
to be not less than 4 inches diameter at the 
small end, to be fitted into mortice with a 
riding lap. Posts to be 6 feet 2 inches long, 
sunk 2 feet in the ground. Rai ls not to exceed 
9 feet in length. 
Clearing: All timber and scrub within 50 
feet of each side of the fence to be felled and 
cleared off. 
The fence put up to the foregoing specifica-
tion was, on the whole, good and . substantial, 
and answered its purpose exceedingly well. 
It may be regarded as the basis from which the 
specifications of the Boards were modelled, but 
it has been modified in some respects, and im-
proved upon considerably as the following will 
shew :— 
M A R A N O A R A B B I T B O A R D ' S S P E C I F I C A T I O N 
OF A F E N C E TO C A R R Y N E T T I N G 
{Plate I., Ftg. 1). 
roaSrr Posts to be of split box or ironbark (barked) 
specification (3 inches by 3 inches, or of round mulga, bendee, 
of a four-wire j ^ i & j : 
fence. o r yapunyah, not less than 5 inches diameter 
at the small end. Split pine, 8 inches by 4 
inches, only to be used where other timber 
mentioned is not procurable. Description of 
the timber to be used to be at the discretion of 
the Board's inspector. Posts to be not less 
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than 6 feet in length, and to be sunk 2 feet in 
the ground, at a distance apart of 1 2 feet from 
centre to centre. 
S t i a i n e r s : A straining post 7 feet in 
length, not less than 10 inches diameter at the 
small end, barked, and with the ends sawn, 
sunk 3 feet in the ground, shall be erected every 
four chains. 
Ang les : All angles shall be s tayed with a 
10 feet horizontal s tay morticed into the top of 
the angle post, and a post in the centre of the 
angle. 
Wires : Posts and strainers shall be 
b o r e d : — 
For the bottom wire g inches from the ground. 
For the second wire 18 inches from the ground. 
For the third wire 36 inches from the ground. 
For the top wire 42 inches from the ground. 
T h e top wire to be No. 8 g a u g e , the re-
maining three wires to be No. 1 0 gauge . Al l 
wires to be well and careful ly strained. 
This is very nearly the specif ication in use 
by all the Boards. There are slight dif ferences 
in detail, but that is all. For instance, the 
Mitchel l Board only provides for round posts , 
g idyea , mulga, or yapunyah , the two former to 
be not less than inches at the small end, 
the last 5 inches. Pos t s are to be 5 feet 8 
inches in length, sunk 2 feet in the ground; 
for strainers bloodwood is also included, and 
the minimum size is 2 inches smaller than the 
Maranoa ' s , viz., 8 inches. A n g l e s tays are 
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made of 4-ply wire braced to a block, and wires 
are run 6, 21 , 36, and 42 inches from the 
ground. 
M A R A N O A B O A R D ' S S P E C I F I C A T I O N FOR 
H A N G I N G N E T T I N G {Plate Fig. 2). 
Boa'rd'r Netting, before being fastened, to be care-
. fully strained, care bein^y taken not to break or 
specification. J ^ 
mis-shape the mesh. 
Trench to be sunk 8 inches perpendicularly 
in line with the fence posts, and not to be 
ploughed. 
Tying : The netting to be erected perfectly 
upright, and not to bulge, and to be tied with 
not less than eight ties to a panel of fencing, 
three ties to the wire along the top edge of the 
netting, at equal distances apart, three ties to 
the middle wire, and two ties to the bottom 
wire as may be directed. Ties to be made 
with No. 16 gauge tie-wire, and to be taken 
twice round the netting and fence wire in half 
inch diameter loops or rings, the ends to be 
fastened by twisting closely not less than three 
times round one another. 
N.B.—It is a mistake to tie netting closely 
to the fence wire; the constant friction wears 
through the netting. 
Each length of netting to be lapped over 
the next one 6 inches, and to be laced up one 
side and down the other, so as to make a 
secure join. 
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In the event of holes or uneven ground 
being in the line of fencing, the netting is to 
be carried on straight, and pieces attached, 
where necessary, to the bottom, so that the 
netting shall be sunk continuously not less 
than 6 inches in the ground. 
The trench to be left open until an in-
spector of the Board has satisfied himself that 
the netting is securely fastened, and pieces 
attached to the bottom, where necessary, after 
which the trench is to be be filled in with earth 
above the original surface. 
Watercourses to be made rabbit-proof to 
the satisfaction of the Board's inspectors ; the 
netting to be attached to the downstream side 
of the fence. 
Note.—In the case of holes or uneven 
ground in the line of fencing, such as occur in 
oak country, long posts are put in the holes so 
that the netting may be carried on straight 
{^Plate 2). These long posts are sunk three or 
four feet in the ground. 
When a river has to be crossed, the net-
ting is run, as far as possible, into one side of 
a deep permanent waterhole, and out again, 
from the same hole, on the opposite side. As 
the water subsides in a dry season, the netting 
is run further and further out. 
In any country liable to flood, instead of 
being tied, the netting is fastened to the fence 
wires by '' Nettlefold's patent clips," which are 
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opened by the weight of the debris ^hich. accumu-
latesagainst thenettinginflood time. Thenetting 
is washed flat on the ground, and the accumu-
lation passes over. When the flood subsides 
the boundary-rider straightens the netting up 
again, and re-fastens it. Except in crossing 
watercourses the netting is always hung on 
that side of a fence from which danger is 
apprehended. 
In crossing rock, instead of sinking the 
netting in a trench, it is usual to sink a sill 
from post to post, level with the surface of the 
ground, and to check it into the posts. The 
netting is then stapled to the sill. 
Maranoa 
Board's 
clearing 
specification. 
Mitchell 
Board's 
clearina;. 
M A R A N O A B O A R D ' S S P E C I F I C A T I O N FOR 
C L E A R I N G . 
Clearing to be 13 feet wide, i. e. 8 feet 
wide upon the one side of the fence, 5 feet wide 
upon the other. Everything to be cut level 
with the ground, and all dead timber, logs, 
etc., to be removed from the line of clearing. 
All overhanging limbs and trees to be lopped, 
and any damage done to the fences to be 
made good. The broad clearing to be on the 
same side as the netting. 
The Mitchell Board's specification for 
clearing is different, in that it provides for 10 
feet on each side of the fence. All trees with-
in 5 feet of the fence on the south side to be 
cut level to the ground, and on the 
other 5 feet to be cut not more than i foot 
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from the ground. All trees on the north side 
to be cut not more than i foot from the ground. 
Rabbits have been known to get over a Capping 
^ angles with 
fence at the angles, particularly where the netting, 
angles have been stayed with a diagonal stay 
from post to post. A simple method of pre-
vention is to cap the angle with netting. 
D I P P I N G N E T T I N G . 
When the soil in which the netting is to i^ 'pping 
" _ netting. 
be sunk contains minerals which will corrode it, 
the practice is adopted of dipping the netting 
in a mixture composed either of two parts of 
coal tar and one part of kerosene, with a few 
handsful of cement to every twenty gallons, or 
simply of two parts of coal tar and one part of 
kerosene without the cement. 
The method of dipping adopted by the 
Mitchell Board is as fo l lows:—The half of a 400 
gallon tank is placed on four stones,—a hole in 
the ground 18 inches deep having first been dug 
for the fire underneath. About one foot of the 
mixture is put in the tank and brought to boiling 
point—sand round the outside of the tank pre-
vents the fire from burning too strongly, and 
the heat under the tank keeps the mixture 
boiling for some considerable time. A whip is 
tlien put up, i.e. a tall fork with a long pole in 
the fork, and a rope with a pair of hooks to 
grip the netting on the thin end of the pole. 
The other end of the pole is weighted to nearly 
balance the netting. The fork should be wide 
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so that the whip will have plenty of room to 
swing on either side of the tank. On the right 
of the tank is the netting standing on end, and 
on the left a large vessel sunk in the ground 
with a few bars over it for the purpose of 
draining, and from the draining pot a few sap-
lings are laid to roll the netting away on. 
The netting is lifted with the whip hooks, 
swung round and set down in the middle of the 
tank, left a few seconds, lifted out and placed 
over the draining pot to drain. The hooks are 
then taken off and a fresh roll put in the tank 
as before, while the first is rolled away and so 
on. 
G A T E S . 
Gates. This has been a very vexed question since 
netting fencing was first started, and, even 
now, the Boards are not unanimous on the 
subject, some going in for " swing," and others 
for " roller " gates. The Mitchell Boaid at first 
used a gate which, to open, was lifted up on 
end, but it was found more startling to horses 
than even the camel, and, after a few accidents, 
was abandoned in favour of a " swing " gate. 
Most practical men are in favour of the 
"roller," the difficulty with the " swing" gate 
being to counteract the shrinkage caused by 
the weather. The main point in any gate in a 
rabbit-proof fence is to have no opening larger 
than the mesh of the netting covering it (i J 
inches). 
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In the border fence wooden roller gates 
were erected, heavy cumbersome affairs built 
of Oregon pine, at a cost of from to £']o. 
They have become, in many cases, so warped 
by the action of the weather, and so damaged, 
that it has been found necessary to replace 
them with iron roller gates, which are lighter, 
cheaper, stronger, and easily replaced if 
damaged. 
In the warping, to which they are liable, 
lies the chief objection to wooden roller gates. 
When warped they jam, anJ become difficult, 
often impossible, to open and shut. 
I propose to give a few plans and speci-
fications of gates in use by the Boards and by 
lessees in the infested districts, all of which 
have been sanctioned by th'e approval of the 
Government inspectors. 
M A R A N O A B O A R D ' S I R O N R O L L E R GATE 
{Plates 3 and 4) . 
Out of a large number of designs, The Maranoa 
Maranoa Board selected one by the late Frank 
Taylor, C.E., which has since been improved 
upon. Originally built of angle iron, these 
gates are now built of T iron, strongly braced 
and rivetted. The ends and bottom are drilled 
to admit of the netting being laced thereto. 
An iron catch rivetted on to the back of the 
gate, and travelling on an iron guide bar, from 
back to gate posts, keeps the gates rigid when 
shut. They are in extensive use in the 
io6 
Maranoa B o a r d ' s district, and are found ta 
answer admirably, being light, easily opened 
and shut, absolutely rabbit-proof, and easi ly 
repaired if damaged. 
T I M B E R W O R K . 
(Plate SJ 
Maranoa T h e followin^ is the Same Board ' s speci-
Board's gate. . , " , ^ ^ 
Timber work, fication for timber work in connection with 
ga tes ; — 
Posts , Sil ls, Struts, e tc .—Ironbark, Blood-
wood, blue or spotted Gum, or such oiher 
timber as may be approved by the Board 's In-
spector. 
T o p rail, as above or of other approved 
timber. 
All timber below the surface to receive 
three coats of Stockholm tar laid on hot. 
E x c a v a t i o n s . — T h e paddocks for posts 
and sills to be taken out to the exact dimen-
sions shewn in the plan, and when the posts are 
erected and the sill secured in place with wire 
netting attached as shewn, the whole shall be 
filled in with approved material thoroughly 
rammed. Specia l care shall be taken to 
solidify the earth below the sill in i 6 and 8 feet 
openings. 
Timber.^—The posts for i 6 and 8 feet 
openings shall be not less than 12 and p i n c h e s 
diameter respectively, clear of sap faced one 
inch. T h e 6in. by 8in. sill and the top rail to 
be checked in as shewn in detail " B " and 
loy 
secured with bolts as shewn on the plan. The 
4in. by 3in. top rail or fillet shall be checked 
I in. into the posts and secured thereto with 
-Jin. bolts and shall be ploughed out to carry 
the iron guide bar, which shall be secured there-
to with wood screws as shewn in detail " A . " 
Corduroying-—Gateways to be corduroyed 
on either side for a distance of i6ft . with i8ft. 
lengths of Sin. approved timber, falling from 
the sill level to 6in. below the surface of the 
ground in the length of corduroying. 
Guide Posts .—I2in . in diameter, yft. long, 
sunk 4ft. in the ground, are to be erected on 
either side of the commencement of the cor-
duroying on both sides of the gateway. 
Sleepers.—6in. by Sin. sleepers are tO' be 
morticed into the guide posts and securely 
spiked to the ground level sill, over the cor-
duroying, to hold the latter firmly in its place. 
Capping .—For one chain on either side 
of a 16ft. opening, and for half a chain on 
either side of an 8ft. opening a 4in. top rail is 
to be morticed into the fence posts. 
The Australian Pastoral Company uses Australian 
n i l Pastoral 
the same gate as the Maranoa Board, only Company's 
differently mounted. Instead of running back ^ 
on an iron guide bar from gate to back post, 
they run between double posts, and the top of 
the gate is gripped by two horizontally fixed 
rollers. 
The Darling Downs Board uses an iron The Darling . . „ . Downs Board 
swing gate made of angle iron 2in. by f m . gate. 
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for the frame. Gusset plates of Jin. iron in 
the corners are rivetted to the angle irons. 
One stay is rivetted to the gusset plates and 
the other is bolted so that it can be put on 
after the netting is attached. The gate hooks 
are i8in. long threaded for 3in. and are made 
of I in. square iron. Pins are of f in. iron. 
These gates have an upper stay bar of f in. 
round iron with a hook on top similar to the 
gate hook and 6in. of thread on the lower end 
to take up sag. 
Plate 6 shews an iron swing gate used by 
the Mitchell Board. T h e outside frame is of 
i-|in. angle iron, the cross stays are i j in . by 
Jin. The gates are hung with |in. bolts to go 
through the posts. The frames are drilled all 
round so that th'e netting can be attached. An 
upper stay bar has a thread on the lower end 
to take up sag. 
T I M B E R W O R K . 
Timber work . Thefo l lowing is a good specification for 
for swing . . . . . 
gates. the timber work of swing gates ; it is m use by 
the Darling Downs Board : — 
Gate Posts, to beerected against the posts 
of the fence perfectly flush with them for iheir 
full length. Sap wood to be taken off both 
posts, which are to be of best ironbark not less 
than i5in. diameter exclusive of sap wood, and 
i5tt. long. T o be sunk 5ft. in the ground, 
well and faithfully rammed and perfectly plumb. 
T h e side on which the gate is to hang to be 
dressed with a true and even face of gin. 
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Sill Log to be not less than i5in. diam-
eter exclusive of sap wood, and to be dressed on 
three sides to i2in. T o be 20ft. long. In the 
centre on the top side a piece i8in. by 6in. by 
3in. in height, to be left for gate to shut against. 
Sill to be checked 3in. into the gate posts, and 
to be firmly bolted with f i n . bolts, and to ex-
tend at least i f t . on either side of the gate 
posts. The top of the log in place, to be gin. 
above the ground surface and quite level. 
Corduroying,^—for 12 f t . on either side of the 
sill log, the roadway to be logged with good 
ironbark logs not less than 9in. diameter ex-
clusive of sap wood. T o be dressed where they 
touch each other so as to make a close joint, 
and also dressed on the top so as to make a 
fairly even surface. At the outer ends the logs 
are to be sunk i f t . under the ground, so as to 
make a gentle slope for waggons and drays. 
These logs are to be 19ft. long and to be 
bedded on three sleepers, one in the middle 
and one at i8in. from each end of the logs, 
which must sit evenly on the sleepers and be 
spiked to the middle one with ^in. round iron. 
Sleepers to be at least loin. in diameter, sap 
wood to be dressed off the top side where they 
come in contact with the decking logs. 
Kerbing logs, 9in. in diameter, to be placed 
on the decking logs exactly over the outside 
sleepers, faced on the lower side to fit closely, 
and to be bolted down to the sleepers with 
three f in . bolts. 
I l O 
Warrego The Warrep:o Board uses an Iron pate of 
board ' s gate. ® ^ ° 
the same scantling as the Maranoa Board, but 
hung on hinges with extra high hanging posts, 
on which is a hinged diagonal stay supporting 
the foot of the gate. 
W O O D E N R O L L E R G A T E . 
(Mr. Cotter's of Caiwarro). 
Mr. Cotter 's Plate J shews a very rood nnd low priced 
wooden roller _ ^ o i 
gate. gate designed by Mr. A. Cotter of Caiwarro 
on the Paroo. The run is netting fenced, the 
owner having taken advantage of the provisions 
of the " Pastoral Leases Extension Act," and 
these gates are exclusively used. Made on 
the station, Mr. Cotter estimates the cost at 
£ \ per pair, which covers all charges, inclu-
ding £ 6 per ton land carriage. Timber and 
fittings are bought in Bourke. 
The plan shews one gate half open. Each 
gate is 9ft., and when run back the two give 
an opening of i6ft. in the clear. They are 
built of Oregon pine and are 4ft. high to the 
top rail, 4ft. 6in. with gate heads. Two pieces 
of timber 4in. by 2in. by 4ft. 6in. are bolted to-
gether with a half scarfe for the rails. The 
bottom rail comes flush with the inside heads 
and is grooved to allow the wheels to work. 
They are secured with angle irons (G) bolted, 
and the corner bolt acts as the wheel axle. 
The wheels (H) are 6in. and grooved. The 
rail on which the gate runs (J) is of f in. round 
iron slightly let into the sill and screwed down. 
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The gate runs between two 12in. posts (A) 4ln. 
apart, 5ft. clear from the ground, and a cleat 
4in. by 4in. (B) morticed into the posts carries 
one end of a f in iron guide bar (C) which runs 
through a back post and is secured by a nut. 
A runner (E) made out of T iron is bolted to 
the back gate head and travels on the guide bar. 
The fin. hole in this runner should be an oblong 
shape, i.e i^in. long and fin. wide to prevent 
the gate from jamming. 
Plate 8 shews a plan of a very p e r f e c t Wooden roiier 
wooden roller gate, with one objection, how-
ever—the rail on which the roller runs is 
phlanged. This mistake was made in the 
design of the Border fence gates also. The 
best rail for a roller gate is simply a light rail 
spiked on to the sill (screws break at the 
heads). Even with a rail of this description in 
black soil country, and where much stock 
passes through the gate, it is sometimes 
difficult to keep the rail clean so that the roller 
travels freely,—with a phalanged rail it is im-
possible. 
Plates g and 10 shew a wooden swing gate 
and details, and Plate // a method of strutting 
applicable to all gate posts. These and the 
last mentioned roller gate were all designed by 
the late Frank Taylor, C.E.,who gave the sub-
ject much careful consideration. 
F L O O D G A T E S . 
No question, in connection with rabbit fen-
cing, has caused the Boards' superintendents 
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and inspectors so much anxious thought as 
that of a simple and effectual method of cross-
ing creeks with a small body of water, or which 
are dry in an ordinary season, but which are 
liable to sudden and quick rising floods. As 
with gates, no standard pattern of flood gate 
has been invented, but the Boards have various 
plans, which will be given in the following 
pages. Local conditions will be the best guide 
as to sort to erect in any particular locality, 
sates Plate 12 shews flood gates easy of con-
struction and effective in quick-running streams. 
On either side of the watercourse a stout 
strainer I 2 i n . in diameter is sunk 4 f t . in the 
ground, and well rammed and stayed ; the fence 
wires are strained to this. A rope is made of 
4 or 5 No. 6 gauge wires twisted together, and is 
stretched from strainer to strainer, fastened to 
eye bolts near the top of each. Every 6 f t . or 
so along the rope, standards of No. 6 wire are 
fastened—length according to the depth of the 
stream. To the standards are fastened light 
rails, to which is attached a strip of netting with 
another strip fastened to the bottom. About 
6in. of the netting (to which light rails should 
also be attached) should lie in the bottom of 
the creek. 
Fig. 2 of the same Plate shews a method 
adopted in shallow watercourses. The two top 
wires of the fence are allowed to run straight 
on, the bottom wires are cut and strained to the 
strainers, and a separate strong wire is then 
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stretched across with the netting hung as shewn 
already. 
A simple method of crossing dry water-
courses liable to flood is to simply attach the method, 
netting to a wire rope from strainer to strainer 
on the banks. The netting hangs to the 
bottom, pieces being attached if necessary, 
and is kept in its place by weights—stones and 
earth—on the lower end of the netting turned 
up flat. This method is said to be effective, 
but it is very primitive and cannot be recom-
mended on account of the damage done to the 
netting. 
Plate i j shews flood gates extensively used F l o o d g a t e s 
by the Boards. The gate is made of four plies 
of No 8 gauge galvanized wire twisted together, 
the bottom wire being permanent The stays 
are of two plies of the same wire. The gate is 
lightly hooked at the top. In flood time the 
weight of water and accumulation of debris 
straightens the hooks and the gate fal ls—to be 
replaced and rehooked by the boundary rider 
when the flood subsides. i2in. posts sunk 4ft. 
in the ground support the gate, and the fence 
netting overlaps the posts on the upstream side. 
Plate 14 shews flood gates erected by the F l o o d g a t e s . 
, . r 1 1 M a r a n o a 
Maranoa Board. Thev consist of hardwood B o a r d . 
J 
batten frames with netting attached in panel 
lengths about 3 ft. 4 in. over all in height. A 
ground level sill, 6 x 6 , barked and faced on the 
top side, is spiked to the fence posts which are 
also faced on the downstream side so that the 
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1887. 
Pasteur and 
chicken 
cholera. 
f rames can sit closely. T h e f rames are hinged 
to the sill by No. 8 g a u g e wire, taken through 
5/8in. augur holes through the sill and the lower 
edge of the frame, the joints of the wire being 
made on the upstream side. T h e frames are 
lightly hooked to a wire 36in. from the ground 
level sill. T ies , stays, and uprights in the 
frame are on the upstream side. Strips of 
netting are attached to the bottom of the sill 
and sunk about Sin. in the ground. 
T h e Maranoa Board has 75 panels of these 
flood gates erected in one place. 
D E S T R U C T I O N . 
T h e ideal method of destruction is by the 
introduction of some epidemic which will destroy 
rabbits wholesale, and the subject has engaged 
the attention of scientists for many years . 
In December , 1887, Pasteur wrote to the 
New South Wales Government, recommending 
the destruction of the pest by infecting with a 
disease similar to chicken cholera—by scatter-
ing a liquid full of microbes on and around the 
burrows. 
In 1888 the famous Tintanal logy disease 
broke out, and on that run rabbits were dying 
Attempts were made to com-
municate the disease elsewhere, and Drs. 
Ellis and Butcher tried to distribute diseased 
rabbits on the adjoining runs, but the New 
South Wales Government interfered, and the 
chance passed away. 
Tintanallogy 
disease. 
Drs. Ellis and . 
Butcher. in thousands. 
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In March of the same year, Drs. Loir and 
' Germont. 
Germont arrived in Sydney, to experiment in 
chicken cholera—Dr. Loir was a nephew of 
Pasteur's. 
In May, the " Experiments in Destruction Kxperiments 
J ' ^ in destruction 
Commit tee" asked for Shark Island for ex- committee, N. S. Wales. 
perimental purposes, and a reserve on the 
harbour shore was granted. 
In July , Pasteur himself, and Drs. Creed Pasteur and 
. . . . . l^ rs. Creed 
and Koch were also experimentmg m chicken and Koch, 
cholera, but all attempts came to nothing, 
although Pasteur promised success if given a 
free hand. 
Mr. Pound, the Queensland Government 1896. 
' Queensland. 
bacteriologist, has conducted extensive experi- Mr. Pound, 
ments in destruction by means of chicken cholera 
microbes, in the Warrego district, a reserve for 
the purpose having been fenced in at Diltopper. 
He claims that his method is a success, and 
two instructors are now in the district explain-
ing the process to lessees and others. 
How far the method is successful may be 
judged from the following telegraphic report 
lately sent in (July 1898) :—"Number one 
" experiment, Currawinya, successful, first ex-
" periment conducted in enclosed point of lake, 
" 30 acres, on 26th ultimo, distributed four 
" quarts infected pellets in furrow, all taken 28th 
" a n d 30th ultimo. Found 16 dead rabbits, 
" proven disease. There are fifty burrows on 
" point and rabbits numerous, forty burrows 
i i 6 
" since ceased working. Number two experi-
ment ; distributed two bushels infected pellets 
" i n thirty miles of furrow in thickly infested 
" open paddock between 28th ultimo and 2nd 
" instant, pellets all taken, result 3 7 dead 
" rabbits besides numerous ev idences of de-
" crease. L e s s e e inspected same country 
'' Fr iday, states apparent large decrease in 
" rabbits. T w o carts are still working process . ' ' 
( S igned) H. C h e e s m a n . 
T h e general superintendent of the Mitchel l 
R a b b i t Board reports that ten inoculated 
rabbits were found dead within a short distance 
of where they were let go. H e is of opinion 
that the pest is not sufficiently numerous on 
the district fence to spread the disease. H e 
has ordered 3 0 0 pipettes of virus for use in his 
district. 
T h e Warrego Rabbit Board offered to allow 
the chicken cholera instructors to attempt to 
clear their netted-in horse paddocks , by 
inoculating rabbits (caught in pit traps) with 
the virus and letting them go. T h e reply 
received from Mr. Dudgeon (one of the in-
structors) was to the ef fect that the scheme 
was utterly impract icable under exist ing con-
ditions. T h e general superintendent reporting 
this to his Board , adds, " and I entirely agree 
" w i t h him. Further than that, I believe, from 
" e x t e n d e d observation, that it would be a great 
" m i s t a k e under any condit ions . " 
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The Maranoa Rabbit Board inspectors 
have not found the process shew such good 
results as phosphorised pollard. 
The process is, roughly, as follows—the 
liver is taken from a rabbit that has died after 
inoculation with the microbes (which are sup-
plied by the Government), and is mashed up 
in water and mixed with pollard, which is then 
distributed as is phosphorised pollard, so as " to 
make use of all dead rabbits as fresh infective 
or poisonous agents." 
Infected pollard, however, has found no 
more favour in the West with lessees than with 
the Officials of the. Rabbit Boards (as evidence 
given in Norley, Thargomindah, and Bulloo 
Downs cases shews) perhaps because rabbits 
are (except in certain places) too scattered for 
its effective use, or perhaps because, as Mr. 
Pound says, the Rabbit Inspectors, Overseers, 
and others lack energy, or are unobservant or 
unintelligent generally, and know nothing con-
cerning the nature and habits of the rabbit, or 
anything of note bearing on the rabbit ques-
tion. 
Be this as it may, phosphorised pollard 
has found more favour as being cheaper, more 
easily prepared and " understanded of the 
many," and more effective than infected pol-
lard. 
Very little importance is attached to the Natural 
_ Enemies. 
preservation of the natural enemies of the 
rabbit,—the cat, the tiger cat, the hawk, the 
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iguana, and the carpet snake,—and yet they 
form a very important element in the universal 
(AustraHan) war against the rabbit. N.S. 
Wales has a wise provision in the Rabbit Act 
protecting them. Small holdings have been 
completely cleared of the pest by cats, notably 
Mr. F. W. Armitage's Wooloomanata, Mr. G. 
H. Hebden's Gogeldrie,—an island on Lake 
Wanaka, N.Z.,—and Mr. Black's Jarwin. 
Mr. Armitage breeds cats systematically 
for the purpose. 
Too much dependence, however, must not 
be placed on the natural enemies to extermin-
ate or to keep in check the pest, as it has been 
found that they have a tendency to die out 
when rabbits become very numerous. This 
has been proved in Victoria,—even the mon-
goose retired before the rabbit. 
Leaving the, as yet, undiscovered com-
municable disease and the natural enemies out 
of the question, methods of destruction may 
be classed under two heads, mechanical and 
chemical, and I propose to briefly notice the 
different methods under each head in the order 
in which they are most in favor. Those afflicted 
with the pest can then select the best means, 
having due regard to local conditions. 
Before commencing, however, it may be 
as well to point out, that care must be taken 
never to make the rabbits cunning with too 
much of one particular method of destruction. 
Too constant use of any method,—trapping, 
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poisoning, or anything else—has this tendency, 
and the cunning thus developed becomes 
hereditary. Of his own knowledge, Mr. O'Con-
nell tells of a district in Victoria where one 
system was persisted in, until the rodent became 
cunning and it was found useless. The 
method was not tried again in the same district 
for 15 years, but when it was again tried it was 
again found useless. 
The same gentleman mentions that in a 
small mangel paddock on his own place in 
Victoria, the growing mangels were poisoned 
by cutting off the tops, and dusting the cut 
surface with arsenic. Over 5,000 rabbits were 
poisoned by this means the first night it was 
tried, about 200 the second night, and after 
that none, but the rabbits were found to have 
gnawed the mangels close to the ground. 
Methods of destruction must be changed 
and frequently. 
Another important point to remember is 
this,—never interfere with the buck heaps Do 
not poison or trap near the heaps. Rabbits do 
not go there to feed. Set traps or poison on 
the feeding grounds. 
M E C H A N I C A L M E T H O D S . 
T R A P S . 
The first, and for a long time the only trap Spring Traps, 
used, was the "Gin"—^the ordinary spring rat 
trap. For many years it was said that this trap 
was worse than useless, that its only effect was 
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the destruction of the bucks and the distr ibu-
tion and increase of the pest . U n d o u b t e d l y , 
used in conjunction with the of fer ing of s c a l p 
money, and when set at the buck heaps , this i s 
correct . S c a l p e r s work ing for sca lp money 
will only work where rabbits are numerous , and 
where they can make a " big hau l . " T h e i r 
pract ice , too, is to set the traps at the b u c k 
h e a p s — t h e y are per fect ly well a w a r e that the 
destruction of the bucks tends to increase the 
rabbits , and their own profits . It is wel l -known, 
too, that in N e w South W a l e s under the s c a l p 
money system, the distribution of rabbits w a s 
due, not so much to the traps, as to those w h o 
used them. 
W h e n spr ing t raps are used intel l igently , 
and under proper supervision on the f e e d i n g 
grounds , they often s u c c e e d where all o ther 
means fai l . In the M a r a n o a Distr ict t h o u s a n d s 
have been dest royed by means of these t raps , 
when poison has been a fai lure. 
P I T F A L L T R A P . — P l a t e / j . 
ritfall Trap. T h i s trap is undoubtedly one of the best 
for its purpose in moderate ly infested country . 
It consis ts s imply of an evenly b a l a n c e d 
trap door over a pit. T h e weight of the rabbit 
c a u s e s the door to fall , the rabbit drops into 
the pit, and the door returns to its or iginal 
position, 
P e r h a p s the best w a y to build these t r a p s 
is, as in the d iagram, on anett ing f e n c e — t w o 
traps to open into the s a m e pit, and wings 1 5 
or 20 y a r d s both ways . T h e pit should be at 
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least 4 ft. deep and 4 ft. square ; the trap doors 
should fit closely, but not so as to jam ; pivots 
can be of light iron resting in auger holes in 
tlie wooden frame. The pit should be logged 
or lined with netting to prevent burrowing out. 
the traps should only open the one way, and 
should rest on the frame at one end, otherwise 
the rabbit coming on to the trap and feeling it 
going is apt to draw back. The frames, doors, 
and covering are made of sawn timber, and 
can be shifted from place to place. 
T R A P Y A R D S . 
The most wholesale method of trapping Trap Yards, 
is by means of trap yards. One patented by 
Mr. Watkin Wynne is constructed as follows :—• 
The trap may be a mile long and half-a-mile 
broad, of netting. The sides have small rings 
3 inches across cut in them, through which the 
rabbit enters, attracted by some tempting bait 
placed inside. These entrance holes are pro-
tected inside by projecting teeth, and abreast 
of each hole inside the yard is a small pit, 9 
inches deep, i foot wide. Dividing walls are 
run across the main trap yard, with entrance 
holes leading to one end or corner, which is 
formed into the killing pen. 
Plate 16, Figure i , shews a very good but 
rather elaborate plan of a trap yard and pitfall 
combined :—^The rabbits enter through " Ter-
yawynia " arches with needles to prevent exit, 
at points marked " A , " and, when trying to 
escape, fall into pit " B," which is 3 feet wide, 
3 feet deep, and 6 feet long, lined and covered 
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with netting, with a well fitting door through 
which the killer enters. The rabbits fall into 
this pit by means of a tilting lid " D , " so con-
structed as to right itself as soon as the rabbit 
has slid off it. " C " indicates a wing of netting 
to guide the rabbits to the tilt. The tilt is 
covered with netting, and the netting is covered 
with rushes or boughs, 
Plate \6, Figure 2, shews a simpler method. 
Three small stakes are all thai is necessary to 
keep the netting upright. Cut one mesh, to 
let the rabbits in where marked Two tiers 
of 36 in, netting, 6 in. in the ground, will keep 
the rabbits in. Traps should be about l o 
feet from end to end. 
Figure 3 shews another simple plan. P lace 
a hollow log through the nettingat the entrances, 
and dig a hole 2 feet deep, 4 feet wide, and 7 
or 8 feet long opposite the entrances, and just 
inside the yard,—the log projecting over the 
hole about 18 inches, and being adzed to a 
point rabbits cannot obtain a foothold to jump 
back. The opposite end of the hole should 
have a batter of i in 3 or so. 
Yet another plan is seen in Fig. 4. T h e 
entrance to the yard is at the apex of the " V , " 
made by cutting a single mesh at 6in. from the 
ground, with the ends of the cut netting turned 
inwards. T o this opening the earth should be 
sloped gently up. The diagram shews two 
yards, one erected in the corner of a netted 
boundary, the other with two entrances in a 
straight line of fence, with a wing of netting 
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thrown out to guide the rabbits in. T w o tiers 
of nett ing should be used and a convenient size 
for the yard is 18 to 20ft . a long the straight s ides. 
T a n k t rapping is a very wholesa le method Tank trapping 
of s laughter , but it is only avai lable in hot 
weather . A nett ing fence should be erected 
round the tank c lose to the water , and at inter-
va l s the f ence bent inwards to the water in a 
" V " shape, the a p e x of the " V " being c lose 
to the w^ater's edge . In the a p e x about 6in. 
f rom the ground a single mesh is cut and the 
severed points are turned inwards. On the out-
s ide the earth is gent ly s loped upwards to the 
opening. Rabbi t -proof g a t e s can be l e f t 
fo r the purpose of enabl ing stock to water 
during the day. 
Another method is to erect a f ence round 
the tank c lose to the water and another f e n c e 
a short d i s tance off the first with openings as 
descr ibed above . G a t e s for s tock are a l so left 
in both fences . T h i s method provides a kill ing 
yard , so to speak , and ensures that the water 
in the tanksha l l not be contaminated by the pest. 
D E S T R U C T I O N . 
CHEMICAL METHODS. —POISON. 
T h e most e f fec t ive ap;ent for wholesale Phospiiorised 
. 1 1 - 1 Pollard. 
destruct ion by poison is " phosphorised 
po l l a rd , " which has addit ional a d v a n t a g e s , ( i ) 
its cheapness , (2) the f a c t that rabbits will 
t ake it greedi ly even wh^n green food is plen-
tiful, (3) it is slow in its action, and therefore 
does not tend to m a k e the rabbits " cunning , " 
as the quicker po i sons—strychnine , arsenic , 
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etc. , do, because, being slow in its action, dead 
rabbits are not seen lying about the feeding 
grounds. R a b b i t s poisoned with phosphorus 
travel considerable distances before d3nng. 
T h e following are some methods of preparing 
i t : — 
( 1 ) — Q u a n t i t i e s , 2 gal lons water, 1 2 J i b s , 
pollard, I st ick of phosphorus, 2 j l b s . of sugar . 
Boil the water in a large pot, adding sugar and 
phosphorus before it boils. St ir continuously 
until every particle of phosphorus is dissolved 
and mixed, then stir in the pollard till of the 
right consistency. F rom one-third to one-half 
of bran may be substituted for pollard with 
advantage . Great care must be taken that no 
undissolved or unmixed phosphorus be left , for 
fear of fire. T o obviate this 
(2)—-With the same quantities. Boil the 
water (with the exception of about a pint) with 
half the sugar , and when boiling stir in from 2 
to 3lbs. of the pollard. In the meant ime. dis-
solve the remainder of the sugar and the phos-
phorus in a smaller vessel with a pint or more 
of boiling water, and, when thoroughly dissolved 
and mixed, add gradual ly to the mixture of 
pollard and water in the larger vessel , stirring 
thoroughly and adding the remainder of the 
pollard while doing so. 
( 3 ) — I f preferred, an ounce of bisulphide 
of carbon may be used to dissolve the phos-
phorus in a bottle of water, but the results are 
belter without. 
(4)—Non- inf lammable . Disso lve i | s t icks 
of phosphorus in a small quantity of hot water, 
to which add two pints of cold. When well 
dissolved put in i2 lbs . of pollard, add ing more 
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cold water as required until the mass is of a 
doughy consistency. S u g a r is not required. 
(5)-—For i2lbs. of pollard dissolve 
st icks of phosphorus in enough carbon to cover 
it. Mix 4 pint pannikins of molasses with 3 
pints of water. T h e n add the phosphorus 
solution to the molasses. Mix the whole with 
pollard until a proper consistency for rolling 
out is reached. 
All of these ways of mixing are good, and 
all have their advocates . T h e poison should 
be prepared over night and used next morning 
when fresh and moist. 
T h e methods of distributing are varied. 
S o m e simply roll the pollard out like dough, 
cut the pieces the right size, and distribute by 
hand, turning up a small furrow with a shovel. 
F'or distributing over large areas, a patent Distributoi-s. 
distributor fixed to the back of a cart is used. 
T h i s consists essentially of a frame carrying a 
receptacle for the material. Partly within this 
receptacle a long auger screw revolves, driven 
by a chain from the cart wheel, and forces the 
pollard forward and out through a half-inch 
nozzle, below which a cutter carrying short 
pieces of wire revolves. T h e s e wires can be 
used in any number and at any distance apart, 
so that large or small pieces may be cut off as 
required. A furrow, into which the baits drop, 
is made by a small plough attached to the axle 
of the cart. With one of these machines as 
much country can be covered in a day as a 
horse can walk over. 
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There are many kinds of distributors, some 
of which are :—Gunn's, Holloway's, Mill's, 
Pearson's, Randall and McMil lan's " Ringer," 
J. Knight's, King and McBratney's, W . A. 
Penrose's. At a trial held at Narrandera, in 
which all the above took part, Pearson's was 
awarded first prize, Mill's second, King and 
McBratney's third, with honorable mention for 
Penrose's. It was said to be a very difficult 
matter to judge between the diffierent machines, 
as all were good. 
The Maranca Board uses iwo Gunn's, two 
Holloway's, and two Mill's. 
Another excellent method employed by the 
Maranoa Rabbit Board is as follows, — Two carts 
are constantly kept travelling round, supplying 
the boundary riders with pollard and phosphorus, 
cut up into conveniently sized baits. These 
are carried by the men when riding the fences, 
and wherever traces are lound a furrow is 
scraped and baits are laid. The men report 
that these baits are nearly always taken, and 
the traces then disappear. 
Arsenic and Besides pollard, the followinp- is recom-
flour or l)ran ' ^ 
mended by Mr. Guthrie of the N.S. Wales 
Department of Agriculture, for distribution in 
the same manner,—81bs. arsenic, 81bs. sugar, 
5olbs. flour (or bran preferably) mixed with 
water into a paste. 
J^ Whorised After pollard comes phosphorised 
wheat, boiled and soaked in a mixture 
of strychnine and phosphorus. Wheat can be 
bought ready poisoned for use, but it if it is not 
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so bought it must be carefully prepared and 
the directions given with the Lascelle 's plant 
(used for distributing) followed implicitly. If 
this is done there is not the slightest danger of 
fire from its use. Like phosphorised pollard, 
wheat will do its work when young green feed 
is plentiful, and when the country is parched 
and bare. In common with pollard vast tracts 
of country can be poisoned with wheat with 
rapidity and great economy of labour. Its 
potentiality for destruction may be guaged 
from the fact that a continuous line 10 miles in 
length may be laid with two bushels of wheat 
by a proper distributor. Each bushel contains 
at least i ,000,000 grains, and 20 of these are 
amply sufficient to kill any rabbit. If wheat is 
not procurable, or very dear, oats will answer 
the purpose. 
Next in order, probably, comes poisoned Poisoned 
water, and the modus operandi usually followed 
is as under :— 
Net the main tanks close to the water's 
edge, and make small poison holes outside close 
to the netting, — about the size of a large milk 
dish, capable of holding 5 or 6 buckets of water. 
To prepare the poison, put 2lbs. of arsenic -Method of 
^ ^ _ _ preparation. 
and 4lbs. of washing soda into 5gals. of water 
and boil until the arsenic is dissolved. When 
cooling add 2lbs. of sugar and stir well. A 
pannikin of this mixture will poison 5gals. of water. 
Before using, put pure water into the poison 
holes for a night or two. 
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The holes can be cemented if necessary, 
and should be surrounded with a stock-proof 
fence, with entrance holes for rabbits. 
In moderately infested country in a dry time, 
when rabbit traces are observed on netting 
fences, a good plan is to put down shallow 
galvanized iron troughs with round bottoms 
and feet to prevent them tipping over. Sur-
round with netting with entrance holes as before 
described for the rabbits. Fill with pure water 
for a night or two ; the boundary rider can then 
add a few drops of arsenic w^ater. The advan-
tage of these troughs consists in the fact, that 
they can be easily shifted from place to place 
as local conditions may require, and, even in the 
driest time, one man with a watercart can 
attend to a large number. 
P O I S O N E D J A M S . 
Advantage has often been taken of the 
rabbit's well known predilection for jam, to 
treat him to a meal prepared in such a way as 
to ensure his destruction. 
Toxa. " Toxa," which is a poisoned jam, has been 
extensively advertised, and the vendors claim 
that rabbits take it readily all the year round ; 
that there is no waste, as what is not taken 
can be lifted and laid afresh ; that sheep, cattle, 
and horses will not touch it ; that it kills 
instantly, is easily and quickly laid, and can be 
handled with safety even by persons having 
cut or chapped hands. 
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Poisoned jam can be made from almost any 
fruit-—apples, quinces, or, if these are not pro-
curable, even the humble pie melon. T o 
prepare the jam, chop up the fruit into pieces 
half an inch square, skins, seeds, and all, and 
boil with half their weight of sugar, until a 
thick j a m is obtained. Care must be taken to 
keep it constantly stirred while boiling, as 
rabbits will not touch it if burned. 
When the jam is made, add strychnine at 
the rate of i oz. to 25 lbs of jam and mix 
thoroughly. T h e strychnine may be either 
dissolved in acid or simply powdered fine. 
Arsenic may be used instead of strychnine,—it 
is cheaper, but the results are not so good. 
T h e method of laying the jam is to turn up a 
sod and place a piece the size of a pigeon's e g g 
on it. 6 or 8 lumps, 10 or 12 yards apart, 
should be put down in patches near the buck 
heaps, 100 yards between patches. T h e jam 
should be laid on chips or small pieces of bark, 
so that what is not used can be lifted and 
relaid. 
P O I S O N E D A P P L E S . 
Poisoned apples form a splendid bait, and -^ PP^ ^^ -
are prepared as follows : — L a y slices of apples 
in a thin layer at the bottom of a bucket, and 
dust strychnine over them from a pepper 
caster. Another layer of apples, more strych-
nine and so on,—about i oz. strychnine to 25 lbs. 
of fruit. Mr. McAndrew, of Burgary, New-
South Wales , ploughs a furrow between the 
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burrows and the feeding grounds. For a night 
or two he strews this furrow with wholesome 
apples, then with poisoned. He killed 5,000 
in one night,in this manner,with5miles of furrow. 
POISONED TWIGS. 
Twigs. When feed is scarce, poisoned twigs give 
very good results. T h e y should be used when 
it is observed that the rabbits are barking the 
edible bushes, and twigs of the bushes that 
they are feeding on should be chosen. T h e s e 
are generally emu bush, sandal-wood, w^ater 
bush, or black thorn. 
Three methods of preparation —• 
( i . ) Dissolve I oz. of powdered strych-
nine by pouring i pint of boiling 
vinegar on it. A d d lbs. of sugar, 
and half a pannikin of flour united in 
a paste. Boil, stirring continuously. 
Then paint on the twigs with a soft 
brush, or dip the twigs. 
(2.) Dissolve I oz. of strychnine in | oz. 
of tartaric acid with 4 quarts of 
water. Thicken with flour and water, 
and lay on with a brush. 
(3) Boil 1 Jibs, of flour, 3lbs. of sugar, 2gals. 
of water and mix thoroughly with i j o z s . of 
strychnine. 
T h e twigs should not be thicker than the 
finger, and should be cut into lengths of 4 or 5 
inches, taking care that no leaves are left on to 
attract sheep. T h e y should be laid in a shal-
low plough furrow. 
Bush hay, When feed is very scarce bush hay, or 
chaff and _ _ ' 
carrots. chaff poisoncd with strychnine, say 20z. 
dissolved in sufficient water to wet loolbs., or 
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carrots poisoned with strychnine in the same 
mannerasapples,have both given excellent results 
There are various methods of fumigating 
burrows and asphyxiating rabbits, such as cartridges,etc. 
pumping carbon down the burrows or using 
smoke cartridges, but these are not very much 
good except in moderately infested country, 
besides, they have the disadvantage of being 
expensive, and rabbits do not use their burrows 
much during the hot weather. An objection 
which was found to this method at the com-
mencement has lately been overcome. It was 
found that the smoke from the cartridge or 
pump drove the pure air ahead of it to the top 
end of the burrow, and that the rabbits congre-
gated there were able to resist the fumes. 
Now the burrows are exhausted of air by 
means of a vacuum pump before either are 
tried, and the result is much better. 
M R . R O D I E R ' S M E T H O D . 
No article on rabbit destruction would be Rodier 's 
method. 
complete unless mention was made of Mr. 
Rodier's method of extermination, which is 
eminently suitable for small netting-enclosed 
holdings. Briefly, it consists in ' 'kil l ing the 
does and letting the bucks go , " for the 
reasons :-— 
( 1 )—that when the males exceeed the 
females in number, they will kill the young. 
(2)—that when they largely exceed, they 
will render the females sterile. 
(3)—that when the males very largely ex-
ceed they will worry the females to death,— 
which means extermination. 
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Mr. Rodier 's Run is 64,000 acres in ex-
tent and netted. He has pit-fail and yard traps 
on his boundary, constructed so as to catch his 
neighbour's rabbits. He kills the does and 
throws the bucks on to his own side of the fence. 
Mr. Rodier argues that rabbits have in-
creased to such an alarming extent in Aus-
tralia because the methods of destruction used 
have tended to destroy the males, " thereby 
creating polygamy, and where gregarious 
animals live in a polygamous state the increase 
is excessive." 
Though the method Mr. Rodier proposes 
would hardly be applicable to Queensland, 
there is no doubt that there is a great deal in 
his contention, and he is certainly right when 
he states that the methods of destruction for-
merly in vogue tended to destroy the males. 
As has been already pointed out, traps were 
set at the buck heaps, and pout of 10 caught 
were bucks. Besides, under the old bonus 
system, trappers made a practice of preserving 
breeding does and killing the bucks. 
Mr. All ison's In conclusion, we cannot do better than 
ad vice. 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the 
words of Mr. Wm. Allison, than whom no one 
has a better right to speak with the voice of 
authority—" The conclusions my experience 
leads me to are :— 
( 1 ) — T h a t fencing with wire netting is 
indispensable. 
(2 )—That the natural enemies of the 
rabbit should be carefully preserved. 
(3 )—Give pollard and pit traps a trial." 
A d l A J L A N O A B O A R D 
ERRATA. 
The following plates, which are referred to in the 
body of the book, having been reduced from the original 
drawings, the scales, where given, have, in consequence, 
been altered thus :— 
Plates 3, 4, 5, 6, and 16 being reduced by one-half, the 
scales, as given, must be reduced by one-half. 
In plate 10 for " details Y^ size," read " details Y5 size." 
In plate i i for '' Yg inch to 9ne foot," read " Yg of 
inch to one foot." 
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M r . R o d i e r ' s R u n is 64,000 a c r e s in ex-
tent and netted. H e has pit-fall and yard traps 
on his boundary, c o n s t r u c t e d so as to c a t c h his 
ne ighbour ' s rabbits . H e kills the does and 
throws the b u c k s on to his own side of the fence . 
a u t h o r i t y — " T h e c o n c l u s i o n s my e x p e r i e n c e 
l e a d s me to are : — 
( 1 ) ^ — T h a t f e n c i n g with wire n e t t i n g is 
indispensable . 
( 2 ) — T h a t the natural e n e m i e s of the 
rabbit should be care fu l ly preserved. 
( 3 ) — G i v e pollard and pit t raps a tr ial ." 
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POTTS, PAllL SARCAI^T, 
EAGLE STREET, B R I S B A N E ; 
" a n d S Y D N E Y , N.S.W. 
SOLE LICENSEES and MANUFACTURERS o f 
OVEREND & CO.'S Patent Registered Designs of 
RABBIT-PROOF GATES, 
as supplied to the various Rabbit Boards 
PRICES OF DIFFERENT SIZES ^^^ Stations of Southern and Central 
ON APPLICATION, 
. . Queensland, 
or from our various District Agents. 
FINLAY AND OVEREND'S PATENT 
Sheep and battle Troughing. 
OVEREND'S PATENT 
Deep Well Bore Pump. 
— — 
New and Second-hand Machinery 
SUPPLIED. 
FENCING WIRE, BARB WIRE, NETTING, 
RABBIT POISONS, RABBIT TRAPS, &c., &c. 
— — 
All orders promptly attended to and correspondence invited. 
Station orders carefully executed. 
Ferrier's 
One Machine will 
destroy Rabbits off 
2 0 . 0 0 0 Acres. 
Are Specially 
Designed for PATENT POISON, POLLARD & GRAIN 
Destroying Rabbits. 
Are SIMPLE, STRONG, and DURABLE. 
Will lay in quantities required. 
One Horse can take them anywhere. 
All who use them say they are without a fault. 
< 
Ful l Particulars on Application to 
Humble & Nicholson, 
Sole r iakers , 
Vulcan Foundry, ' — ^ 
GEELONG, 
VICTORIA. 
Also Makers of 
L A S C E L L E S ' & A N D E R S O N ' S 
Patent Poisoned Grain Distributors, ms) 
FERRIER'S Wool Presses, 
